Justice for All – JFA is planning the 2012 January – March Work Projects Ministry.  We’d love to have you join one of the teams.  The work projects are wonderful opportunities to serve others but also to experience and understand God’s Kingdom in new and important ways.  Projects are planned in Mexico, Mississippi and Tennessee.  For specific locations and dates you can check out our website at www.jfa-nwiowa.org.  You can also call Pat at 721-476-2804 or email her at pat@jfa-nwiowa.org.  There will be an informal/sign-up meeting on Monday January 9, 2012 at the Justice for All Mercy Center – 1335 Valley Dr, Rock Valley, IA at 7 PM.  Deadline for signing up is January 21.  Please prayerfully consider join us – everyone can be used – you will not only be a blessing but be blessed. 

Our hearts are filled with joy as we reflect on this past year at the Luke Society and enter into the New Year, celebrating the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Through partnerships in 37 countries around the world and the gifts of our faithful supporters, the salvation message continues to spread to lives that were previously untouched. Our brothers and sisters in Christ have been able to pursue their calling to teach, preach, and heal in their own countries. Thank you, Ocheyedan CRC, for the important role you have played in enabling these men and women to touch lives in Jesus’ name. 


Calvin College President Gaylen Byker will speak at the Dordt College Convocation on Friday, January 13. The community is invited to the convocation ceremony at 11 a.m. in the B.J. Haan Auditorium.

South Dakota Chorale will perform a 7:30 p.m. concert Saturday, January 14, in the B.J. Haan Auditorium on the campus of Dordt College. The performance features guest conductor Charles Bruffy, Grammy-winning musical director of the Phoenix Chorale and the Kansas City Chorale and Kansas City Symphony Chorus. The centerpiece of the program is William Averitt’s Dream Keeper, a musical setting of texts by Langston Hughes. The concert is free, with a freewill offering to be received.

Modern-day hymn writers Keith and Kristyn Getty are coming to Sioux Center, Iowa. The writers of such powerful songs as “In Christ Alone” and “The Power of the Cross” will perform in concert Saturday, February 4. The concert begins at 7 p.m. in the B.J. Haan Auditorium on the campus of Dordt College. Tickets can be purchased at (712) 722-6028.

Interested in making films? Want to put your skills to the test? Sign your team up for the Prairie Grass Film Challenge sponsored by Dordt College. Teams have 48 hours to write a story and shoot and edit a five to eight-minute film based on criteria emailed to them at the start of the competition. Find more info at www.dordt.edu/filmchallenge. The challenge begins January 12 at 4 p.m.

www.ocheyedancrc.org  CHURCH CALENDAR
Serving, Communion, New Years Day Sunday, January1, 2012
Children’s Worship Greeters: No Children’s Worship
                                      Leader: 
Coffee Servers:  No Coffee Fellowship -Happy New Year and a huge “Thank You” to all who have helped serve at this time of fellowship through the year!
Greeter:      Elders
Ushers:        

Nursery:      Sue Z & Makaila B
Offering:     Christian Education
Librarian:   Phyllis V
Sunday, January 1, 2012
9:30 AM       Morning Worship- Communion
10:45AM      NO Church School
7:00 PM        Evening Worship 
Monday, January 2, 2012
7:30 PM          Council meeting
Wednesday, January 4, 2012
6:00 AM        Men’s Bible Study at church
5:30 PM       GEMS – Devotions -Audrey Kathleen Z-24 Cupcakes 

                                            /Peanut Butter and 2 loaves of bread
7:00 PM       Cadet meeting
Thursday, January 5, 2012 
7:00 PM        Prayer & Share time at Barb H’s home
Advance Notice
January 10- 1:30 PM- Sew & Sew

January 11- 7:00 PM- Sonshine Circle H: Rhoda B & Nelva H

January 18- 7:00 PM- Cadets
Serving, Sunday, January 8, 2012
Children’s Worship Greeters:  Phyllis, Melissa, Will
                                      Leader:  Amy
Coffee Servers: Neal & Laura V’s subs, Brad & Melanie H
Greeters:    Alan & Norma VM
                     Brad & Michele VM
Ushers:       

Nursery:    Cindy H & Amanda H 
Offering:    Youth Unlimited
Librarian:  Phyllis V
Congregational Announcements
As of January 1, there will no longer be staff in the Nursery during the evening service.  If your child fusses in church, feel free to take your child to the nursery and watch the service over the television.  We still plan on scheduling staff for the evening service for special services like combined services with other congregations.  Just a reminder, we are also running into problems with being understaffed in the Nursery during the morning service lately.  If your name is on the list, please switch with someone else or let a nursery committee member know you are not going to be able to do your job.  We thank all those who serve in the Nursery so parents with young children can have a chance to worship.  The Nursery Committee 

January is Youth Workers Appreciation Month.  The Council will be recognizing our Youth Ministries Leaders this month (Youth Group; Cadets and G.E.M.S councilors, sponsors and helpers) as part of our appreciation for all that they have done and are doing in their work with our youth. We plan of hosting an appreciation cake and coffee time following our morning service, Sunday Morning, January 29 to honor these leaders.  Let’s be sure they know all year long –but especially this month, how much they are appreciated!

If you are scheduled to help with the nursery, children’s worship, serving coffee or anything else and will not be able to be there that Sunday PLEASE find someone to replace you. THANKS (
Here is Willis and Grace A address while they are in Florida

Sweetwater RV Park

37647 Chancy Rd

# 188

Zephyrhills, Fl 33541

It's just about audit time!  Just a friendly reminder that all the church accounts will be audited in January! 
Advance Notice Pastor Van Der Heide is scheduled to bring God’s Word to the Sanborn Christian Reformed Church on Sunday January 15, 2012 as a Classical Appointment.  Pastor Steve Moerman from Sioux Falls Prison Ministry will, the Lord Willing, be leading us in worship and bringing God’s Word on that Lord’s Day. 

Offerings for the month of December were-

World Hunger       $ 706.00                        Budget Income        $ 18951.11
Back to God          $ 529.35                Missions                  $     420.00
Western Chapter    $ 640.85
CRWRC                $ 996.00
Thank You!   The Council took note at our December meeting that we have been able to pay all of our Classical and Denominational Ministry shares for 2011.  Through the generous and faithful giving of all of His people God has been so good!  Thank you all for your faithful support of the work of God locally and denominationally!  

Dordt College is hosting its annual Day of Encouragement, a day for leaders in the church to be challenged, inspired, encouraged, and further equipped in their tasks. This year’s Day of Encouragement features Rev. Tim Vink of the RCA who will talk about the Power of God’s Gospel Now. Join fellow Christians for Day of Encouragement on February 4.  You can find information and registration details at www.dordt.edu/events/day_of_encouragement or by calling (712) 722-6028.

Join Dordt College professors Dr. James C. Schaap and Dr. Robb De Haan May 31 to June 7, 2012, on their seventh adventure to New Mexico. You’ll learn about the Navaho and Zuni culture and retrace the history of the first Christian Reformed missionaries who came to Rehoboth at the turn of the 20th century. Explore the mystical landscape that makes this state truly a “land of enchantment.” For more information, go to www.dordt.edu/events/new_mexico, or contact Dianne De Wit at ddewit@dordt.edu or (712) 722-6029.
Thank you for your Christmas Gift! - In 2012, your Christmas Day gift to CRWRC is making a real difference among those who live daily with poverty, disease, and oppression. CRWRC can bring help and hope to people in need around the world because you gave. Thank you for generously sharing God’s great work of love in the world through your tithes and offerings last week. Happy New Year!
GROUNDWORK - Faith: “Have Faith.” “Don’t lose faith.” We often use phrases like these to comfort and encourage one another. But what exactly IS faith and how do we get it? Join the January 8th Groundwork conversation based on Hebrews 11. Find a local radio station or listen online at www.GroundworkOnline.com. 

KIDS CORNER - Attitude of Gratitude: Do you have an attitude of gratitude? Celebrate being thankful on this week’s Kids Corner. Kids Corner is a member of the HisKids.net alliance—working together to provide quality entertainment for kids that is Christ-centered and Bible-based. Visit www.HisKids.net to find great Christian programs and music for kids. 

Worshiping the King - In this message we learn from the Magi what it means to worship Jesus as the King of kings by honoring Him with our gifts.  We will be taught about how to bring Him the gift of our eyes.  Another gift we will learn from the Magi to bring to Jesus is the gift of our hearts.  Finally, through their example we will learn about giving to Jesus the gift of our hands.  We learn from these truly wise men that would we truly worship the King as King we too must open to him our gifts – especially the gift of ourselves..

The Whole New Year Lies Ahead: Don’t Just Do Something – Stand There! New Years is an exciting time!  A whole New Year spreads out before us and we are eager to make our resolutions and take up the year and fill it with all our busyness.  But as we approach God this New Year’s Sunday evening we hear Him advising an entirely different tack.  He urges us – instead of rushing into the busyness of a New Year and making it even more busy- to stop; to be still; and to know that in each and every new day; new hour; new minute; new second of this New Year – He alone is God!

New Year Day Worship – In our services of worship today we will be celebrating the ending of the old year and the beginning of the new.  Our focus is on laying down the old year in the care of our loving heavenly Father and taking up the New Year in faith.  Our services will celebrate entering into this new portion of our journey together with Jesus by faith.  We can do so with the greatest amount of confidence because He is our Immanuel.  


We begin the day celebrating a confident ending of the old year and a comforting picking up of the new in our celebration of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper together. Our celebration ends with the reminder that we can enter this New Year in a quiet stillness of trust because God is God and He is ruling all things and bringing them to their appointed end.

Justice for All – JFA is planning the 2012 January – March Work Projects Ministry.  We’d love to have you join one of the teams.  The work projects are wonderful opportunities to serve others but also to experience and understand God’s Kingdom in new and important ways.  Projects are planned in Mexico, Mississippi and Tennessee.  For specific locations and dates you can check out our website at www.jfa-nwiowa.org.  You can also call Pat at 721-476-2804 or email her at pat@jfa-nwiowa.org.  There will be an informal/sign-up meeting on Monday January 9, 2012 at the Justice for All Mercy Center – 1335 Valley Dr, Rock Valley, IA at 7 PM.  Deadline for signing up is January 21.  Please prayerfully consider join us – everyone can be used – you will not only be a blessing but be blessed. 

See the Christmas Cards we have received  All the cards Ocheyedan CRC receives from various organizations and individuals whose ministries and/or lives we have touched through the year are now being posted on the bulletin board by the east entrance.

Matthew 2:1-12

The visit of the Magi

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.”
3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born. 5”In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:

6“ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’ ”

7Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”

9After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11on coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another rout.
Psalm 46

1God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.

2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 3though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging.    

4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where the Most High dwells. 5God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of day. 6Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the earth melts. 7The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.
8Come and see the works of the Lord, the desolations he has brought on the earth. 9he makes wars cease to the ends of the earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the spear, he burns the shields with fire. 

10”Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” 11The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.

