Our hearts are filled with joy as we reflect on this past year at the Luke Society and enter into the New Year, celebrating the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Through partnerships in 37 countries around the world and the gifts of our faithful supporters, the salvation message continues to spread to lives that were previously untouched. Our brothers and sisters in Christ have been able to pursue their calling to teach, preach, and heal in their own countries. Thank you, Ocheyedan CRC, for the important role you have played in enabling these men and women to touch lives in Jesus’ name. 


Calvin College President Gaylen Byker will speak at the Dordt College Convocation on Friday, January 13. The community is invited to the convocation ceremony at 11 a.m. in the B.J. Haan Auditorium.

South Dakota Chorale will perform a 7:30 p.m. concert Saturday, January 14, in the B.J. Haan Auditorium on the campus of Dordt College. The performance features guest conductor Charles Bruffy, Grammy-winning musical director of the Phoenix Chorale and the Kansas City Chorale and Kansas City Symphony Chorus. The centerpiece of the program is William Averitt’s Dream Keeper, a musical setting of texts by Langston Hughes. The concert is free, with a freewill offering to be received.

Modern-day hymn writers Keith and Kristyn Getty are coming to Sioux Center, Iowa. The writers of such powerful songs as “In Christ Alone” and “The Power of the Cross” will perform in concert Saturday, February 4. The concert begins at 7 p.m. in the B.J. Haan Auditorium on the campus of Dordt College. Tickets can be purchased at (712) 722-6028.

Interested in making films? Want to put your skills to the test? Sign your team up for the Prairie Grass Film Challenge sponsored by Dordt College. Teams have 48 hours to write a story and shoot and edit a five to eight-minute film based on criteria emailed to them at the start of the competition. Find more info at www.dordt.edu/filmchallenge. The challenge begins January 12 at 4 p.m.

Dordt College is hosting its annual Day of Encouragement, a day for leaders in the church to be challenged, inspired, encouraged, and further equipped in their tasks. This year’s Day of Encouragement features Rev. Tim Vink of the RCA who will talk about the Power of God’s Gospel Now. Join fellow Christians for Day of Encouragement on February 4.  You can find information and registration details at www.dordt.edu/events/day_of_encouragement or by calling (712) 722-6028.

Join Dordt College professors Dr. James C. Schaap and Dr. Robb De Haan, May 31 to June 7, 2012, on their seventh adventure to New Mexico. You’ll learn about the Navaho and Zuni culture and retrace the history of the first Christian Reformed missionaries who came to Rehoboth at the turn of the 20th century. Explore the mystical landscape that makes this state truly a “land of enchantment.” For more information, go to www.dordt.edu/events/new_mexico, or contact Dianne De Wit at ddewit@dordt.edu or (712) 722-6029.
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Serving, Sunday, January 8, 2012
Children’s Worship Greeters: Phyllis, Melissa, Will
                                      Leader: Amy
Coffee Servers:  Neal & Laura V’s subs, Brad & Melanie H
Greeter:      Alan & Norma VM
                     Brad & Michele VM
Ushers:       Mike M / Will M
Nursery:     Cindy H & Amanda H
Offering:     Youth Unlimited
Librarian:   Phyllis V
Sunday, January 8, 2012
9:30 AM       Morning Worship- Communion
10:45AM      Church School
7:00 PM        Evening Worship 
Tuesday, January 10, 2012
1:30 PM         Sew & Sew
7:00 PM       Evangelism Committee meeting at Church
Wednesday, January 11, 2012
6:00 AM        Men’s Bible Study at church
7:00 PM       Sonshine Circle H: Linda VB & Karen I
7:00 PM       YEAH! Game Night in the Christian School basement 
                       (snack: Luke)
Thursday, January 12, 2012 
7:00 PM        Prayer & Share time at Geraldine VM’s home
Advance Notice
January 15-5:00 PM - Worship Committee meeting
January 18- 7:00 PM- Cadets
January 18- 5:30 PM- GEMS-Natalie M 3lbs grapes/2 doz. Cookies
January 18- 7:00 PM - YEAH! Bible Study and pizza night

January 25- 5:15 PM-YEAH! attending NO APOLOGIES event in Spencer 
                       (leaving church at 5:15PM)

Serving, Sunday, January 15, 2012
Children’s Worship Greeters:  Rhonda, Willie, Abigail 
                                      Leader:  Pam
Coffee Servers: Brad & Melanie H, Mark & Crystal V    
Greeters:    Doug & Laure VM
                     Randy & Kate VV
Ushers:     Mike M / Will M 

Nursery:    Annette B & Chris S
Offering:    Cornerstone Prison Church
Librarian:  Phyllis V
Congregational Announcements
Sonshine Circle members: our next meeting is this Wednesday, January 11 at 7:00 p.m.  We will be studying week three “A Raging Passion of Honor”.

T he Alpha Center from Sioux Falls will be having  an  Adult Education  class after church on January 22 and talk during the church service. The offering that day will also be for the Alpha Center.

Attention, Worship Committee Members: We will have a Worship Committee Meeting on Sunday, January 15, at 5 p.m. Please mark your calendars. Thelma 
Several YEAH! members will be going on SERVE to Bellflower, CA, from July 14-21.  Watch for more information concerning this exciting event!

Please turn in your books as soon as possible so they can be audited!  Contact Barb Bosma if you have any questions.  712.735.4025 or bee.three@hotmail.com - THANK YOU!
I missed putting this on the church stats sheet so please add this to your 2011 Church Stats sheet under marriages,  Tessa Vande Hoef and Treven Howard  August 5, 2011and also   "Tonja Van Beek and Jonathan Hooger's  wedding date should be February 26 and not the 36."Elmer Hatting clerk.
Young Single Adults are invited to a Bible Study on Friday, January 13, 2012, beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the Hope CRC in Hull, (1407 6th St.). We are studying "The Truth Project", Lesson 7, "Sociology: The Divine Imprint".   Call 712-729-3014 if you have any questions. Sponsored by, area Christian Reformed Churches.
As of January 1, there will no longer be staff in the Nursery during the evening service.  If your child fusses in church, feel free to take your child to the nursery and watch the service over the television.  We still plan on scheduling staff for the evening service for special services like combined services with other congregations.  Just a reminder, we are also running into problems with being understaffed in the Nursery during the morning service lately.  If your name is on the list, please switch with someone else or let a nursery committee member know you are not going to be able to do your job.  We thank all those who serve in the Nursery so parents with young children can have a chance to worship.  The Nursery Committee 

January is Youth Workers Appreciation Month.  The Council will be recognizing our Youth Ministries Leaders this month (Youth Group; Cadets and G.E.M.S councilors, sponsors and helpers) as part of our appreciation for all that they have done and are doing in their work with our youth. We plan of hosting an appreciation cake and coffee time following our morning service, Sunday Morning, January 29 to honor these leaders.  Let’s be sure they know all year long –but especially this month, how much they are appreciated!

If you are scheduled to help with the nursery, children’s worship, serving coffee or anything else and will not be able to be there that Sunday PLEASE find someone to replace you. THANKS (
Dordt College welcomes Dordt alumnus Martin Tel and Christiaan Teeuwsen to the B.J. Haan Auditorium to lead a time of singing and celebrating the Psalms on January 27, at 7:30 p.m. The event will help introduce a new Psalter called Psalms for All Seasons: A Complete Psalter for Worship. Tel is one of the Psalter’s contributing authors and is the director of music at Princeton Theological Seminary. Teeuwsen, professor of organ, harpsichord, and choral music at Redeemer University College in Ontario, will perform. 

Guest Pastor Next Sunday – Next Sunday we will be welcoming to our morning and evening times of worship Pastor Steve Moerman.  Pastor Moerman is an ordained Minister of the Word in the Christian Reformed Church.  He and his wife Diana are living in Worthing, South Dakota. Pastor Steve is in his first charge and is serving the Cornerstone Prison Church of Sioux Falls.  This ministry is supported by Classis of the Heartland of which Ocheyedan CRC is a part.


Pastor Bill will be leading the worship services of Sanborn Christian Reformed Church next Sunday as a Classical Appointment.

Day of Encouragement – The 2012 Day of Encouragement at Dordt College is scheduled for Saturday, February 4, 2012.   The Council encourages as many of us as possible to attend this daylong event.  The cost of the event is $60.00 per person but this can be reduced by registering before January 21, 2012 to $50.00 per person. If we have more than 10 persons register the cost is $30.00 per person before January 21 and $40.00 after.   ($10.00 for high school or college students before January 21 and $20.00 after.)  The Council is investigating the possibility of assisting with this cost to lower it even further.  If you are interested in attending the Day of Encouragement Event please be sure to sign up on the sheets in the narthex area by filing in all the information requested.  Our group registration will be submitted by email at noon on January 21, 2012.

Justice for All – JFA wants to remind you of the informational/sign-up meeting for their upcoming Work Projects Ministry opportunities, Monday evening, January 8 at the JFA Ministry Center in Rock Valley, IA at 7PM.  Is God calling you to share in this important Kingdom adventure?   Come and find out – you can be a blessing but you will also be blessed! 

