MIK+ YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY (19-30 year old singles).  
We would like to invite you to the April gatherings:

**Saturday April 19 at 6:00 PM in Sioux Center Iowa Bridge of Hope Youth Building (43 2nd Street NE). We will be eating a meal together and studying the book of Numbers. Please RSVP by April 16 to Lee De Groot at 712 470 4244. Invite a friend.

THE 15TH ANNUAL MINNIKOTA YOUTH JR HIGH RETREAT (6th-8th grade) is fast approaching. It will be held at Inspiration Hills on April 25, 26, and 27.  The deadline for registering is the first week of April. If you or your Jr Higher have not had a chance to fill out a registration form, contact Lee at 712-470-4244 or degrootlee@gmail.com to get a form or print it off the Minnikota Youth Facebook page. 
HELP NEEDED:  Help is needed to move the Passion Play sets and props to the high school on Saturday, April 12.  Please meet at the west door of the Sibley Christian Reformed Church (115 Maple Drive) at 8:00 AM.  Help with setting up the scenery that morning and also on Sunday, April 13 starting at 12:30 PM would also be appreciated.  Contact Curt or Peg Van Kley with any questions. 
It is Easter week, and we are celebrating Palm Sunday, the first day of the week. During this day, we remember all that our Savior, Jesus Christ, did to save us from our sins.     The 39th Annual OCMA Good Friday Passion play is only days away. Three performances will be held at the Sibley-Ocheyedan High School Auditorium: 5 pm, 7 pm, and 9 pm. Attending this special program will heighten your appreciation of what our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, experienced on that Good Friday and help prepare you for the glory of Easter morning.
    FREE TICKETS are still available and may be reserved by calling (712)754-2945 or by emailing ocmapassionplay@gmail.com  Listen to KIWA for ticket availability.      If you would like to participate, please call Peg or Curt Van Kley at 712-754-2945, Josh Lucas at 712-461-1520, or Becky Krogman at 712-461-1010 so that your name can be included in the program.  We must know if you will be able to take part in or help with the Passion Play.
www.ocheyedancrc.org  CHURCH CALENDAR
Serving, Palm Sunday, April 13, 2025
 Children's Worship: Jesus' Last Passover - Emily
                Greeters:   Mary, Kamryn
       Coffee Servers: Ken & Rhonda W

               Nursery: Cindy H & Kaitlyn M
                 Offering:  VBS (Vacation Bible School)
Sunday, April 13, 2025
9:30 AM    Morning Worship
9:30 AM    Children's Worship

10:45 AM   Sunday School

10:45 AM   Adult Sunday School 
6:00 PM     Evening Worship

7:00 PM     Choir Practice

Monday, April  14, 2025
 Tuesday, April 15, 2025
1:30 PM      Sew & Sow at church
  Wednesday,  April 16, 2025
                    NO  Men's Breakfast Bible Study 

2-3:00 PM   Women's Bible Study -Week-9

6:00 PM      GEMS/Cadets  Banquet
 Thursday, April 17, 2025

Friday,  April 18, 2024
 6:00 PM      Good Friday Service

                     Offering: Evangelism Committee 
                      Nursery: Emily H & Cali V
Service Advanced Notice
April 20- 9:30 AM- Easter Sunday-  No Sunday School

April 27- 9:30 AM- GEMS Sunday

May 4- 5:00 PM- Joint Worship Service in Sanborn CRC
May 5- 6:30 PM- Deacons meet

May 5- 7:30 PM- Council meets

May 8- 12-6:00 PM- Blood Drive in the OCRC Fellowship Hall

May 22-   Ascension Day Service with Worthington CRC
Serving, Easter Sunday, April 20, 2025
 Children's Worship: Jesus is Risen: Appearance to Mary -Emily

                Greeters: Tammy, Kensi 
        Coffee Servers: Loren & Sue Z
                Nursery: Amy R & Elia V 
                 Offering: Evangelism Committee 
Congregational Announcements
The Wednesday morning Men's Bible Study is going take a spring break for the next 4 weeks. 

The Red Cross Blood mobile is coming to the Ocheyedan Christian Reformed Church on Thursday May 8th, 2025 from 12:00-6:00 PM.

Please consider making an appointment.  Call LaDonna Bosma at her  cell  712-330-9679 or redcrossblood.org or use your app.  Thanks 

Ascension Day Service: Everybody knows that Christmas is on December 25, and many people - even those who don’t regularly attend church - make sure to come at least once during Holy Week. But one of the most theological significant accomplishments of our Lord often goes unrecognized by most - even Christians! On Thursday, May 22, we will have the opportunity to join with our brothers and sisters from Worthington CRC to celebrate and remember the ascension of our Lord to his throne of glory. Let us make plans to worship King Jesus this Ascension Day.   
Joint Worship Service: The empty tomb promises believers that just as our Lord was raised from the grave, so too we who trust in Jesus for eternal life will also rise from the grave should we die. With the hope of the resurrection in mind, we will be having a joint worship service with our brothers and sisters from Sibley CRC, Sanborn CRC, Immanuel CRC and First CRC on the evening of May 4 @ 5:00 PM in Sanborn to encourage us and remind us of this great promise that is ours even now as we wait for Christ's returning. 

Kids Corner: Lent: Jesus Loves Me - Check out this week’s Kids Corner devotion “Lent: Jesus Loves Me” at www.kidscorner.net. What does it mean to love like Jesus? Even while on the cross and in his deepest suffering, Jesus prayed for forgiveness for those who hurt him and extended love to a criminal who asked to be remembered (Luke 23:39-43). Check out all the great content at kidscorner.net, like KC’s Lent and Easter Collection.

Help Families Affected by the Myanmar Earthquakes - World Renew is working with our partners and network peers in Asia to share Christ's hope with survivors of the recent earthquakes in Myanmar. For families displaced by this disaster, and currently living in the open, the situation has been made more dire by the onset of heavy rains. Your gifts will help us to provide food, shelter, medical support, clean water, and other essentials to the most vulnerable families affected by this crisis. Please give generously at worldrenew.net/myanmar-earthquake-response, by calling 1-800-552-7972, or by mailing a check made out to World Renew, with "Myanmar Earthquake 2025" in the memo line, to: World Renew, 8970 Byron Commerce Dr SW, Byron Center, MI 49315. 

Groundwork: Holy Week: The Week of Jesus' Death - Many formative events for our Christian faith occurred in the last week of Jesus’ journey to the cross. Join Groundwork as we study Matthew 21:1-11, John 13:1-17, 34-35, Matthew 26:26-30, and Matthew 27:32-50 to remember, meditate on, and nurture our faith by once again journeying through Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday with Jesus. Listen now at GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to Groundwork's weekly emails for future episodes.
Sibley United Methodist Church will be having their annual Baked Potato Supper April 23rd from 5-7:00 PM. Serving Large potatoes with many toppings to choose from, coleslaw and many desserts. to go orders available at the West Door. It is a free will offering suggested donation of $9.00 per person. The proceeds are used for local missions.  

ReFrame Ministries: On April 27, Jessica Fox, from ReFrame Ministries, will join us for worship and then after the service in the adult Sunday School Class, she will give a presentation and update on this ministry that we support in the CRCNA. For those who are unfamiliar, ReFrame Ministries used to be known as The Back to God Hour and it was the radio ministry of the CRCNA. Now as ReFrame Ministries, not only is it a radio ministry but ReFrame encompasses all media types broadcasting the Gospel all over the world. Come and listen to how your ministry shares are making an impact at home and abroad for Christ and his Church.
Mark your calendars! April 15th, 6:00 PM is the Worthington Christian School Hostess Supper! This year’s fundraising will go toward building projects and playground equipment. Please contact Emily Ransom 360-5477 if you would like to attend this awesome event and support our school. We’d love to have you!
Resonate Global: Take a look at your missionaries and church planters and you’ll see a beautiful picture of how God uses the blessings of generous donors to share the good news, heal wounds, and make his presence known in every square inch. But there’s still so much work to do! That’s why your gift this Easter will be multiplied 2x. Together, we can join God on mission as he works to redeem and restore his creation. We can empower people in more than 40 countries to grow in their calling and equip them to share the good news with their neighbors and communities around the world. From now until April 30, your gift to Resonate’s Where Most Needed fund will be matched by a generous donor, dollar for dollar, up to $175,000! Let's take advantage of this opportunity and donate now, while your gift will go twice as far! Go to https://www.resonateglobalmission.org/double and make your donation online. 
Sanborn Christian is looking for the following positions to be filled for the 2025 - 2026 school year:

--Junior High Teacher - full time; salaried position.  Interest in Science, Math and/or Language Arts could be the focus.

--2nd Grade Homeroom - full time; salaried position

--Bookkeeper - part time.  This position will not be available until January / February 2026, but the potential hope would be for the new hire to overlap during the fall of 2025, if possible.

--Athletic Director - part-time; stipend available; responsibilities include (but not limited to): scheduling all athletic events and practices; finding officials for athletic events; finding coaches and those willing to operate the score clock when needed; maintaining athletic uniforms; and being in regular communication with the school office to ensure that calendar dates sync.  Mr. Minderhoud would work alongside (train) for the 25.26 school year with the intention of handing the position off fully in 26.27.

--Bus Drivers:  Sanborn Christian is looking for Bus Drivers for the future beyond 25.26. If you’re interested, contact Cody Stange or any other school board member.
Summer Book Club: Death. Have you thought about it lately? For many people, they don't like thinking or talking about the issue of death, and for good reason. Death is a reminder of the end, and the end can be a scary thing. However, what if death is not the end? What if death is only the beginning to having true life? Come and find out this Summer as we go through Living Life Backward: How Ecclesiastes Teaches Us to Live in Light of the End by David Gibson. All who are interested, please sign up so we can get a number on how many books we should buy. If reading is not your thing, this book is also available as an audiobook. So sign up, come, and enjoy a time of study and fellowship as we look at death and what Ecclesiastes has to say about it. 

 Thank you to the congregation who have supported our Youth Group for their SERVE trip to Anaheim, CA. They money received from the Mystery Supper was $3652.60 and the offering total was $1835.45 for a grand total of $5487.45.
Exit Signs: If you walk around the fellowship area and down the hallway of the church building, you may have notice that the Exit signs look a bit different and more importantly, lit. Well that is because new Exit signs have been installed. In light of this, we want to thank the Huisman and Deneka families for donating these new signs to our church. Thank you for your generosity and care.  
Western Christian High School - Spring Society Meeting
We invite you to attend a Spring Society Meeting to be held on Monday, April 21 at 6:00 PM. Our Head Administrator, Mr. Verwolf, will share a State of School Report which includes staffing and program updates for the upcoming school year. Additionally, we have an opportunity as a society to approve the annual budget for the 2025-2026 school year and elect two new board members. More information will be released soon! 

Grandfriends Day at Western Christian- Grandfriends Day at Western Christian is Tuesday, April 22. We invite all Grandfriends of senior students to join us from 1-3:00 PM on that day. Our special guests may arrive anytime after 12:30 PM. 
VBS -We are looking for help with the decorations for True North VBS ! If you would like to join us as we work to transform our church into an “forest wilderness” environment, please contact Tesssa Howard at (605)-988-4468. Work Nights Will Be.......
SPREAD THE WORD! - June 3-6 - TRUE NORTH VBS! Our summer VBS program has a Facebook page & website. Please like & share the Ocheyedan Community VBS Facebook page & continue to spread the word as we send out updates in the upcoming months & during the week of VBS. 
Do you feel called to touch the lives of youth from our community? True North VBS needs passionate & energetic volunteers to help in various ways during the week of June 3-6. Sign up sheets are set up in the fellowship hall. Please contact Crystal Vis (507)360-7337 if you would like more specific information about ways you can help.
Matthew 21:23-46: Cornerstone
Introduction
I. The word ____________ is a combination of two Greek words: para & ballo. 
II. One of the primary purposes of Jesus’ parables was
         to________________.

Point #1: The A__________ of Jesus. 
I. Jesus was not ____________ to answer their question.

II. Jesus’ authority in this situation exposed the elders and the

           chief priest for who they truly were: ___________. 
Point#2: The A_____________ of Jesus.
I. This parable is about how the Gospel has _________ ______________. 

II. The dregs of society are __________, while  those who

                would have been considered ____________ members of

                 the Jewish culture, are ________.

III. The only ___________ we have is an ________

                   ____________ found only in the Son of God. 

Point#3: The A__________ of Jesus.    
I. Jesus gives a ____________ in the second parable of our

                 passage. 

II. Even though they had all the _________  _______

                 what our passage reveals is that when it came to actually

                 living according to what is just and right, the leaders of 

                 Israel had   _________. 

III. By calling himself the _______________, Jesus was

                 pointing the ________ he would _______. 
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Thank-you, Ocheyedan Christian Reformed Church, for a gift of $50! Outside my office window is the color green, even this time of year; it's in the form of evergreen bushes.  Evergreens can always grow, even during a Midwest winter. The greens remind me of how our redeeming God knows each person, and by His grace, He has given them the capacity to know Him back, and to grow in Him. In our Gospel outreach to new Americans, we are blessed to know many who identify with religions which do not know God as the Bible teaches. It's fulfilling to work in, and to empower other believers to work in, the harvest fields of Him who "is patient..., not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance" (2 Peter 3:9). Your support makes a big difference in that. --- Fred W., New Roots Ministry, Sioux Falls 
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Hurricane Milton Response - World Renew Disaster Response Services is working with our partners in Florida to coordinate a response to Hurricane Milton. World Renew is already present in Sarasota to assist after hurricanes Debby (Aug) and Helene (Sept). Pray for comfort, recovery, and hope for hurricane survivors in Florida and the southeastern US. Please give generously to World Renew DRS Hurricane Milton response at worldrenew.net/hurricanemilton, call 1-800-552-7972, or mail a check made out to World Renew DRS, with “DRS Hurricane Milton” in the memo line, to: World Renew, 8970 Byron Commerce Dr., SW, Byron Center, Michigan, 49315. [image: image1.png]



