THE 15TH ANNUAL MINNIKOTA YOUTH JR HIGH RETREAT (6th-8th grade) is fast approaching. It will be held at Inspiration Hills on April 25, 26, and 27.  The deadline for registering is the first week of April. If you or your Jr Higher have not had a chance to fill out a registration form, contact Lee at 712-470-4244 or degrootlee@gmail.com to get a form or print it off the Minnikota Youth Facebook page. 
SPREAD THE WORD! - June 3-6 - TRUE NORTH VBS! Our summer VBS program has a Facebook page & website. Please like & share the Ocheyedan Community VBS Facebook page & continue to spread the word as we send out updates in the upcoming months & during the week of VBS. 
Do you feel called to touch the lives of youth from our community? True North VBS needs passionate & energetic volunteers to help in various ways during the week of June 3-6. Sign up sheets are set up in the fellowship hall. Please contact Crystal Vis (507)360-7337 if you would like more specific information about ways you can help.
VBS -We are looking for help with the decorations for True North VBS ! If you would like to join us as we work to transform our church into an “forest wilderness” environment, please contact Tesssa Howard at (605)-988-4468. Work Nights Will Be.......
Sibley United Methodist Church will be having their annual Baked Potato Supper April 23rd from 5-7:00 PM. Serving Large potatoes with many toppings to choose from, coleslaw and many desserts. to go orders available at the West Door. It is a free will offering suggested donation of $9.00 per person. The proceeds are used for local missions.

Free Food Available- The Food Bank of Iowa mobile pantry will be distributing food on Thursday, April 24, from 4 – 6:00 PM at the Sibley Christian Reformed Church at 115 Maple Dr., Sibley. Please bring your own boxes or bags. Also, if you are picking up food for another household, you will need a signed note from them including the name, address, and number of people in the household. 
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Serving, Easter Sunday, April 20, 2025
 Children's Worship:  Jesus is Risen: Appearance to Mary -Emily
                Greeters:    Tammy, Kensi 
       Coffee Servers: Loren & Sue Z

               Nursery: Amy R & Elia V 
                 Offering:  Evangelism Committee 
Sunday, April 20, 2025
9:30 AM    Morning Worship
9:30 AM    Children's Worship

10:45 AM   NO Sunday School

10:45 AM   NO Adult Sunday School 
6:00 PM     Evening Worship

 Monday, April  21, 2025
 Tuesday, April 22, 2025

Wednesday,  April 23, 2025
                    NO  Men's Breakfast Bible Study 
 Thursday, April 24, 2025

Friday,  April 25, 2024
Service Advanced Notice
April 27- 9:30 AM- GEMS Sunday

May 4- 5:00 PM- Joint Worship Service in Sanborn CRC
May 5- 6:30 PM- Deacons meet

May 5- 7:30 PM- Council meets

May 8- 12-6:00 PM- Blood Drive in the OCRC Fellowship Hall

May 22- 7:00 PM-  Ascension Day Service AT Worthington CRC
Serving, GEMS Sunday,  April 27, 2025
 Children's Worship:  Jesus is Risen: The Road to Emmaus -Amy

                Greeters: Audrey, Cali 
        Coffee Servers: Doug & Laura VM
                Nursery: Kristi H & Mia V
                 Offering: Bigelow Asian/ American Ministries
Congregational Announcements
Next week Sunday, April 27 we will be having Mr. Dan Tracy from Orange City leading our worship services as Pastor Lee will be on vacation from April 23-30. Please talk to one of the Elders if you need something while he is out.

The Wednesday morning Men's Bible Study is going take a spring break for the next 4 weeks.  Starting on April 16- May 7.

The Red Cross Blood mobile is coming to the Ocheyedan Christian Reformed Church on Thursday May 8th, 2025 from 12:00-6:00 PM.

Please consider making an appointment.  Call LaDonna Bosma at her  cell  712-330-9679 or redcrossblood.org or use your app.  Thanks 

Ascension Day Service at the Worthington CRC -time 7:00 PM:  Everybody knows that Christmas is on December 25, and many people - even those who don’t regularly attend church - make sure to come at least once during Holy Week. But one of the most theological significant accomplishments of our Lord often goes unrecognized by most - even Christians! On Thursday, May 22, we will have the opportunity to join with our brothers and sisters from Worthington CRC to celebrate and remember the ascension of our Lord to his throne of glory. Let us make plans to worship King Jesus this Ascension Day.   
Joint Worship Service: The empty tomb promises believers that just as our Lord was raised from the grave, so too we who trust in Jesus for eternal life will also rise from the grave should we die. With the hope of the resurrection in mind, we will be having a joint worship service with our brothers and sisters from Sibley CRC, Sanborn CRC, Immanuel CRC and First CRC on the evening of May 4 @ 5:00 PM in Sanborn to encourage us and remind us of this great promise that is ours even now as we wait for Christ's returning. 

40 Days of Prayer for Synod - You’re invited into 40 days of intentional, guided prayer leading up to Synod 2025. The theme, Journey With Jesus, has been engaged with by a wide variety of CRC contributors. Learn more and sign up for either daily Scripture and prayers OR a week’s worth of Scripture and prayers that will be emailed to you. crcna.org/synod/prayer
Sanborn Christian is looking for the following positions to be filled for the 2025 - 2026 school year:

--Junior High Teacher - full time; salaried position.  Interest in Science, Math and/or Language Arts could be the focus.

--2nd Grade Homeroom - full time; salaried position

--Bookkeeper - part time.  This position will not be available until January / February 2026, but the potential hope would be for the new hire to overlap during the fall of 2025, if possible.

--Athletic Director - part-time; stipend available; responsibilities include (but not limited to): scheduling all athletic events and practices; finding officials for athletic events; finding coaches and those willing to operate the score clock when needed; maintaining athletic uniforms; and being in regular communication with the school office to ensure that calendar dates sync.  Mr. Minderhoud would work alongside (train) for the 25.26 school year with the intention of handing the position off fully in 26.27.

--Bus Drivers:  Sanborn Christian is looking for Bus Drivers for the future beyond 25.26. If you’re interested, contact Cody Stange or any other school board member.

Kids Corner: Good News at Easter - Check out this week’s kids’ devotion “Good News at Easter” at www.kidscorner.net. Just like we know the voice of someone we love, Mary Magdalene knew it was Jesus when he called her name outside the empty tomb on Easter morning. That special moment changed everything for her! It reminds us to share the amazing news that Jesus is alive and loves us so much. Check out all the great content at kidscorner.net, like KC’s Lent and Easter Collection.

Groundwork: Easter: Jesus is Risen! - Christians around the world celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ on Easter. Join our Groundwork conversation as we study the story of Jesus’ resurrection in Mark 16:1-8, Matthew 28:1-10, Luke 24:1-12, and John 20:1-10 to grow in faith by remembering and celebrating Christ’s victory over death, and to see how we’re invited to participate in telling the gospel story again. Listen now at GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to Groundwork's weekly emails for future episodes.

Ladies! Plan to attend Bible League’s Spring Salad Luncheon with your friends on Monday, May 5 at Rock Valley First Christian Reformed Church (1401 16th Street, Rock Valley IA). Please bring one salad for every four ladies in your group. The Luncheon begins at 11:30 AM; featured speaker is Gayle Walhof who will tell of her 4-year journey in publishing her book “Songs of Naamah – A Novel of King David’s Harem”. Updates from BLI will be given, and a freewill donation will be received. Join us for this FUN event! 

Easter Greetings from Resonate - He is risen! When we follow Jesus, we have an opportunity to live into that truth a little more every day. We also step into a calling to work toward the kingdom transformation Jesus brought to earth. Resonate Global Mission, your mission agency, walks alongside you and your church as you join God on mission. Thank you for your prayer, care, and support for your missionaries and church planters! This Easter season we have a special opportunity for you to double your impact—see details at www.resonateglobalmission.org/double 

Western Christian High School - Spring Society Meeting -We invite you to attend a Spring Society Meeting to be held on Monday, April 21 at 6:00 PM. Our Head Administrator, Mr. Verwolf, will share a State of School Report which includes staffing and program updates for the upcoming school year. Additionally, we have an opportunity as a society to approve the annual budget for the 2025-2026 school year and elect two new board members. More information will be released soon! 

Grandfriends Day at Western Christian- Grandfriends Day at Western Christian is Tuesday, April 22. We invite all Grandfriends of senior students to join us from 1-3:00 PM on that day. Our special guests may arrive anytime after 12:30 PM. 
Spaghetti Supper: The youth group of Worthington CRC will be hosting a free-will donation Spaghetti Supper on April 23 from 5:00 -7:00 PM. If you are not able to stay for supper, a take-out option is available. All proceeds will go towards supporting the SERVE trip to Anaheim, CA.
Summer Book Club: Death. Have you thought about it lately? For many people, they don't like thinking or talking about the issue of death, and for good reason. Death is a reminder of the end, and the end can be a scary thing. However, what if death is not the end? What if death is only the beginning to having true life? Come and find out this Summer as we go through Living Life Backward: How Ecclesiastes Teaches Us to Live in Light of the End by David Gibson. All who are interested, please sign up so we can get a number on how many books we should buy. If reading is not your thing, this book is also available as an audiobook. So sign up, come, and enjoy a time of study and fellowship as we look at death and what Ecclesiastes has to say about it. 
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Ocheyedan CRC annual  $186,023.09  $15,501.92 

Balance

 Budget 2025

January Income 11,150.52  $4,351.40  39,312.44 

February Income 8,335.00  (4,064.43) 34,737.65 

March Income 15,582.76  11,437.49  38,601.40 

April Income -  26,939.42 

May Income

- 

42,441.34 

June Income

- 

57,943.27 

July Income

- 

73,445.19 

August Income

- 

88,947.11 

September Income

- 

104,449.04 

October Income

- 

119,950.96 

November Income

- 

135,452.89 

December Income

- 

$150,954.81 

Total Income from envelopes 35,068.28 

budgeted 

Classis Heartland    13,542.75  -  13,542.75 

Denominational Shares Paid -  26,500.00  26,500.00 

Missionary Support Envelopes 1,165.00  5,085.00  6,250.00 

Building Fund Balance 4,062.09 

Benevolent Fund 10,075.01 

Food Pantry Balance 5,825.97 

Offerings in March

World Renew 669.00 

Western Christian High 596.00 

ATLAS of Osceolaa Co

597.00 

Resonate Global Klompien

640.25 

Youth Group

1,835.45 

CD budget 30,396.54 

CD  school 81,586.17 
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Thank-you, Ocheyedan Christian Reformed Church, for a gift of $50! Outside my office window is the color green, even this time of year; it's in the form of evergreen bushes.  Evergreens can always grow, even during a Midwest winter. The greens remind me of how our redeeming God knows each person, and by His grace, He has given them the capacity to know Him back, and to grow in Him. In our Gospel outreach to new Americans, we are blessed to know many who identify with religions which do not know God as the Bible teaches. It's fulfilling to work in, and to empower other believers to work in, the harvest fields of Him who "is patient..., not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance" (2 Peter 3:9). Your support makes a big difference in that. --- Fred W., New Roots Ministry, Sioux Falls 
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Hurricane Milton Response - World Renew Disaster Response Services is working with our partners in Florida to coordinate a response to Hurricane Milton. World Renew is already present in Sarasota to assist after hurricanes Debby (Aug) and Helene (Sept). Pray for comfort, recovery, and hope for hurricane survivors in Florida and the southeastern US. Please give generously to World Renew DRS Hurricane Milton response at worldrenew.net/hurricanemilton, call 1-800-552-7972, or mail a check made out to World Renew DRS, with “DRS Hurricane Milton” in the memo line, to: World Renew, 8970 Byron Commerce Dr., SW, Byron Center, Michigan, 49315. [image: image1.png]
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