Do you feel called to touch the lives of youth from our community? True North VBS needs passionate & energetic volunteers to help in various ways during the week of June 3-6. Sign up sheets are set up in the fellowship hall. Please contact Crystal Vis (507)360-7337 if you would like more specific information about ways you can help.
VBS -“What’s for lunch today?” That is a common question during the week of VBS. In the fellowship hall you will find the food donation sign up lists. Please check them out & see how you can help provide those who come to True North VBS with a good lunch.

“Come explore with us as we use our True North - Jesus!!!” For this summer’s True North VBS we will learn more how we can have a solid foundation with Jesus, please join us on June 3-6 from 8:45-12:30. This is for 4 year olds who are potty trained to graduated 5th graders at the Ocheyedan Christian Reformed Church. Sign up through the Ocheyedan Community VBS Facebook page or at  HTTPS://forms.gle/yvXhGYZ3KaBx8fKZ9  Paper sign up sheets are also available. Contact Crystal Vis (507)360-7337 if you have any questions.

True North VBS volunteer training is at 6:00 PM on Monday, June 2. Join us to go through general information, receive your staff t-shirt, & ask questions.
Cornerstone Prison Church, Sioux Falls Faith Fellowship Weekend
Friday, June 20th from 6:00- 8:00 PM- Kick Off Worship Service
Saturday, June 21 and Sunday, June 22,  8:00 AM-3:00 PM each day
The theme for the weekend is “Faithfulness of the Father”.
Scripture text comes from Lamentations 3:22&23 . 22 The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; 23 they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.   Join us for worship, large group talks and small group discussions. The deadline for signing up is Thursday, May 29.   We would be happy to have you join us for part of the weekend or all of it.   If you would like more information or to sign up, please contact us at office@cornerstonepcsd.org or call 

507-215-3670. Thank you for considering this wonderful ministry opportunity! 

www.ocheyedancrc.org  CHURCH CALENDAR
Serving, Sunday, May 4, 2025
 Children's Worship: Baptism - Pam 
                Greeters:  Natalie, Elia 
       Coffee Servers: Dave & Donna B
               Nursery:  Amy R & Annika H
                 Offering: AM/PM Resonate Global Misions
Sunday, May 4, 2025
9:30 AM    Morning Worship
9:30 AM    Children's Worship

10:45 AM   Sunday School

10:45 AM   Adult Sunday School 
5:00 PM  Evening Worship-Joint Worship Service AT Sanborn CRC
 Monday, May 5, 2025
6:30 PM     Deacons meet

7:30 PM     Council meets
 Tuesday,May 6, 2025

Wednesday, May 7, 2025
                    NO  Men's Breakfast Bible Study 

6-8:00 PM  VBS Decoration night is at the Christian School
 Thursday, May 8, 2025
12-6:00 PM  Blood Drive in the OCRC Fellowship Hall
Friday, May 9, 2024
Service Advanced Notice
May 13- 1:30 PM- Sew & Sow at church

May 14- 7:00 AM- Men's Breakfast Bible Study 

May 26- 7:30 PM- Elders meet
May 29- 7:00 PM-  Ascension Day Service AT Worthington CRC
Serving, Mother's Day, Sunday, May 11, 2025
 Children's Worship: Ascension (actually May 29)- Emily

                Greeters: Rhonda, Hadlee
        Coffee Servers: Ron & Linda B
                Nursery: Emily H & Madison VV   
                 Offering: World Renew
Congregational Announcements
VBS -We are looking for help with the decorations for True North VBS ! If you would like to join us as we work to transform our church into an “forest wilderness” environment, please contact Tesssa Howard at (605)-988-4468. Work Nights Will Be on May 7 from 6:00 -8:00 PM in the Christian school.
UPDATED- May 29, at 7:00 PM at Worthington CRC- Ascension  Day Service  Everybody knows that Christmas is on December 25, and many people - even those who don’t regularly attend church - make sure to come at least once during Holy Week. But one of the most theological significant accomplishments of our Lord often goes unrecognized by most - even Christians! On Thursday, May 29, we will have the opportunity to join with our brothers and sisters from Worthington CRC to celebrate and remember the ascension of our Lord to his throne of glory. Let us make plans to worship King Jesus this Ascension Day.   
The Red Cross Blood mobile is coming to the Ocheyedan Christian Reformed Church on Thursday May 8th, 2025 from 12:00-6:00 PM.

Please consider making an appointment.  Call LaDonna Bosma at her  cell  712-330-9679 or redcrossblood.org or use your app.  Thanks 

Western Christian Graduation Ceremony- Join us as we celebrate the achievements of the Class of 2025! Date: Tuesday, May 20, Time: 7:00- 8:00 PM,  Location: Western Christian Gymnasium.  You are warmly invited to attend this special evening honoring our graduates. Let's come together to give thanks for God’s faithfulness and to encourage these young men and women as they prepare to take their next steps!

If anyone would love to have a garden, Sibley Christian Reformed Church has a couple of plots available in their community garden.  If you are interested, please call or text Keith Boersma at 712-344-0217 

It's Graduation time again: If you are graduating from College, High School, or 8th Grade this year (2025) please let us know who you are. Email or text us-  Audrey Runia 605-261-7112, audlrun@evertek.net or Michelle Van Heuelven 712-230-1269.  Please bring your picture to church so we can place them on the table. Thank You!
Kids Corner: Connecting Like Jesus in the Digital World - Check out this week’s kids’ devotion, “Connecting Like Jesus in the Digital World” at www.kidscorner.net. God wants us to build good relationships with others, just like Jesus did. We can use technology to stay connected, but we should always be kind, loving, and thoughtful in how we interact with others. Check out all the great content at kidscorner.net, like KC’s Coloring Packet Collection.

Groundwork: Christian Engagement in Societal Issues - Together, let’s delve into the complexities of Christian engagement in societal issues. Join our Groundwork conversation as we study Romans 13:1-7, 1 Peter 2:13-17, Romans 3:10-12, and James 2:1-9 to discover practical insights and biblical wisdom to help us discern what it means to faithfully engage and embrace our role in shaping a more just and God-honoring society. Listen now at GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to Groundwork's weekly emails for future episodes.

Thrive Faith Formation Tip - Teacher Appreciation Week - Ephesians 4 says that Christ himself gave us leaders, including teachers, “to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up” (4:11, NIV). At a mealtime with family members this week, share a story of a teacher who had a big impact on your life. How did God use them to help guide and encourage you? Brought to you by Thrive: crcna.org/Thrive 

MIK + Young Adults: Saturday May 10th we will be gathering at Schoneman County Park south of Luverne MN (across from the airport). There will be yard games, fishing, and grilling. Pastor Doug and Lee will furnish the brats, dogs, buns, drinks, and paper goods. We ask that you bring a side dish to share, a lawn chair, your fishing gear and fishing license (if you plan to fish).  Come early (4pm) to hang out or arrive at 6pm for supper. RSVP to Lee at 712-470-4244 before 

May 7th at 9:00 PM so we know how much food to buy.  Bring a friend and let's kick off this summer together!

Cherish House Baby Bottle Campaign Starts on (Mother's Day May 11th)- We hope, in the Lord, to show our support for the ministry of Cherish House once again this year by filling Baby Bottles with spare change and gifts. We hope to begin this campaign on Mother's Day and return the bottles on Sunday, June 15, 2025- Father's Day.  Fill them with coins or dollars. If  you write a check, make it out to OCRC. 
Sanborn Christian will be hosting the community Memorial Day

program on Monday, May 26. The program will begin at 10:00 and will last about an hour. The 5th-8th grade band will be performing four

numbers. Also, we would love to have high school and college students,

parents, grandparents, and community members join our band! Please

contact the school (or Mrs. Schreur) if you would be interested in

playing. The band will practice that morning at 9:15. *This is a great opportunity for our school to host a wonderful community event remembering those who have served our country so well. Please let me know if you have any questions. Mrs. Schreur (712)389-4569

Ladies! Plan to attend Bible League’s Spring Salad Luncheon with your friends on Monday, May 5 at Rock Valley First Christian Reformed Church (1401 16th Street, Rock Valley IA). Please bring one salad for every four ladies in your group. The Luncheon begins at 11:30 AM; featured speaker is Gayle Walhof who will tell of her 4-year journey in publishing her book “Songs of Naamah – A Novel of King David’s Harem”. Updates from BLI will be given, and a freewill donation will be received. Join us for this FUN event! 

Summer Book Club: Death. Have you thought about it lately? For many people, they don't like thinking or talking about the issue of death, and for good reason. Death is a reminder of the end, and the end can be a scary thing. However, what if death is not the end? What if death is only the beginning to having true life? Come and find out this Summer as we go through Living Life Backward: How Ecclesiastes Teaches Us to Live in Light of the End by David Gibson. All who are interested, please sign up so we can get a number on how many books we should buy. If reading is not your thing, this book is also available as an audiobook. So sign up, come, and enjoy a time of study and fellowship as we look at death and what Ecclesiastes has to say about it. 
Spring Drive- Have you had a chance to consider a gift to the Western Christian Spring Drive?     We’re so grateful for the many ways our school community supports the mission of Western Christian. Spring Drive information was shared in church mailboxes, included in the recent Western Witness, and is also available on our website at www.westernchristianhs.com.    If you have any questions or would like more information, please feel free to reach out to Brad Vis at brad.vis@westernchristianhs.com or 605-359-5704.    Thank you for prayerfully considering how you might partner with us to equip students to serve and glorify God in all areas of life.
Matthew 22:1-14: “Few Are Chosen”

  1. Why God Chooses?
a) God’s election of sinners to salvation is first and foremost __________________. 

b) The Lord does not elect us based upon our _________________ of him. 

c) The reason why God chooses is to show forth his ________ revealing his _______, _______, and _________ love to sinners. 

  2. Why We Cannot Choose God?
a) Our natural tendency is to __________ the gracious call of God. 

b) The reason we will never choose God is because we think that there is something _______ out there than the wedding feast of the Lamb. 

I.   3. Why Election Is Limited?
a) Those who are chosen for salvation they must come ________ for the occasion. 

b)  Without the _______________ garments of Jesus, there is no way anyone can remain at the feast. 

c) ____________ is evidence of having been chosen by God and therefore assures us of our election. 
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Thank-you, Ocheyedan Christian Reformed Church, for a gift of $50! Outside my office window is the color green, even this time of year; it's in the form of evergreen bushes.  Evergreens can always grow, even during a Midwest winter. The greens remind me of how our redeeming God knows each person, and by His grace, He has given them the capacity to know Him back, and to grow in Him. In our Gospel outreach to new Americans, we are blessed to know many who identify with religions which do not know God as the Bible teaches. It's fulfilling to work in, and to empower other believers to work in, the harvest fields of Him who "is patient..., not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance" (2 Peter 3:9). Your support makes a big difference in that. --- Fred W., New Roots Ministry, Sioux Falls 
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Hurricane Milton Response - World Renew Disaster Response Services is working with our partners in Florida to coordinate a response to Hurricane Milton. World Renew is already present in Sarasota to assist after hurricanes Debby (Aug) and Helene (Sept). Pray for comfort, recovery, and hope for hurricane survivors in Florida and the southeastern US. Please give generously to World Renew DRS Hurricane Milton response at worldrenew.net/hurricanemilton, call 1-800-552-7972, or mail a check made out to World Renew DRS, with “DRS Hurricane Milton” in the memo line, to: World Renew, 8970 Byron Commerce Dr., SW, Byron Center, Michigan, 49315. [image: image1.png]



