As we see the springtime growth around us, it's a reminder that those who are in Christ are a new creation. We're no longer dead to sin, but alive and called to bear fruit. That message is being shared around the world through the Luke Society as new Christians are coming to the faith each day. We thank the people of Ocheyedan CRC  for being part of that process of physical and spiritual health through your faithful gifts. May the Lord bless you as we continue to partner together for His kingdom. 
Kids Corner: Life is Both Hard and Good - Check out this week’s kids’ devotion at www.kidscorner.net. God understands feelings of disappointment. In fact, both Isaiah 45:3 and 2 Corinthians 4:7-12 warn us that not everything is going to be easy. But, the verses also tell us that when life is hard, God is still there for us. Check out all the great content at www.kidscorner.net like the Liz and Friends episode “Consider It Pure Joy.”

Groundwork: Follow: Jesus on the Shore - The disciples’ story of meeting Jesus on the shore helps us recognize that Jesus is in the ordinary and that he’s willing to fellowship with us right where we’re at. Join Groundwork as we study John 21 to learn how keeping our focus on the resurrected Jesus and his simple command for us to follow him cultivates our faith. Listen now at www.GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to Groundwork's weekly emails for future episodes.
Serve in Mississippi with World Renew - After the damage caused by tornadoes that stayed on the ground for approximately 100 miles across Mississippi, join World Renew this October for one week with your church to serve homeowners by repairing homes. Will you answer the call to rebuild hope in Rolling Fork, Mississippi? If interested, email www.cgibson@worldrenew.net to sign up or with questions. 

Sanborn Christian is looking to hire a part-time preschool aide for the 2023-2024 school year.  This aide would be responsible to assist Mrs. Rozenboom in the classroom on preschool mornings which would total about 10 hours per week during the school year.  Please contact Mr. Anthony Minderhoud (sanchr@sanbornchristian.com or 712-729-3288) for more details or for an application.   
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Serving, Sunday, May 7, 2023
Children’s Worship: Baptism - Pam 
                Greeters: Willie & Kaitlyn 
Coffee Servers:  Dave & Donna B 

          Nursery: Emily H & Kyra V
          Offering: Village Northwest Unlimited
Sunday, May 7, 2022
9:30 AM     Morning Worship - Children's Worship
10:30  AM  Sunday School

6:00 PM     Evening Worship
Monday, May 8, 2023

Tuesday, May 9, 2023
5:00 PM     Pre-Profession of Faith Class
  Wednesday, May 10, 2023
7:00 AM    Men's Breakfast Bible Study
   Thursday, May 11, 2023
7:00 PM     Prayer & Share time at Pete R's home  
Friday, May 12, 2023
Advanced Notice
May 9-5:00 PM - Pre-Profession of Faith Class
May 10- 6:45 PM-  Pastor Search Committee meeting
May 16-5:00 PM - Pre-Profession of Faith Class
May 29-7:30 PM -Elders meet

Serving, Sunday, May 14, 2023
Children’s Worship: Ascension - Amy 
                Greeters: Curtis & Wyatt 
Coffee Servers: Ron & Linda B
         Nursery: Cindy H & Mia V
       Offering: Building Fund (Projection System)

Congregational Announcements
On May 21 our offering is going to be for the Cherish Center and Amy Barrett will be coming to church talk to us about the Cherish Center and the bottle campaign.  

Cherish House Baby Bottle Campaign Starts Next week (Mother's Day)- We hope, in the Lord, to show our support for the ministry of Cherish House once again this year by filling Baby Bottles with spare change and gifts. We hope to begin this campaign on Mother's Day and return the bottles on Sunday, June 18, 2023- Father's Day.  Fill them with coins or dollars. If  you write a check, make it out to OCRC. 

From the council; The nominees for the office of Elder are Jim Iedema, Mike Bosma, Mark Hibma, Steve Dykstra and Corwin Runia.  The nominees for the office of Deacon are Brian Sandersfeld, Brad Vander Meulen and Shawn Huisman.  Keep these men in your prayers.

Sunday, June 4, we will have a Congregational meeting after the morning worship service for electing our new Elders and Deacon. 
Ladies' Bible Study will take a recess until further notice!  It was good to come together around the table to grow in the Word! 

Tonight we will hold the National Day of Prayer event before our evening worship service. This will be about a 15 to 20 minute event and then go into our evening worship service. 
Today we will be having Mr Leroy Eggink from Sibley for our Morning worship service and Mr. Trevor Mouw from Sioux Center for our  Evening  worship services.
Next week Sunday, May 14 - We will be having Rev. Brian Hofman from LeMars for our Worship Services.
The Banquet: We would like to invite the congregation to help serve supper, Friday, June 23rd  at The Banquet in Sioux Falls, SD.  The sign-up sheet will be in the back of church the first week in June.
Board Nominations for Western Christian- At the end of this school year, Don De Boer, Doug De Boer, and Gary De Jager will be completing their terms on Western Christian’s School Board. We thank them for their service! The board is now seeking four nominees to replace them. We are looking for one Hull resident, one Sioux Center resident, and two at-large members coming from any region. Here are the specific areas of expertise we are seeking at this time: Finance, Policy, Reformed Doctrine and Theology, Legal, Public Relations/Communication, Advancement/Fundraising. If you know candidates who are especially gifted in one or more of these areas, please consider nominating them.   All members of Western’s society are invited to submit names for potential nominees for the board. Please submit nominations to board president, Mr. John Vander Haag:  john.vanderhaag@westernchristianhs.com    You are encouraged to submit nominations by Friday, June 2. All newly elected trustees shall be approved by the society at the succeeding society meeting in August. 

On Tuesday, May 16th, we invite you to the Relay For Life of Osceola County that will be held at Central Park in Sibley. Our Relay event is partnering with the Sibley Pride & Involvement Picnic in the Park which will be from 5-7:00 PM. Survivors are welcome to come and register and get their 2023 Survivor Pin and t-shirt. Luminarias will be on sale for $10 in Honor and In Memory of our loved ones until 6:30 and can be purchased at Sibley State Bank and from Ruth Ann Wiersma at 289 Maple Drive.    Survivor Recognition will begin at 6:30 PM, Luminarias will be displayed from 5-7:00 PM. Join us for music, fellowship, and community while we fight cancer together! Donations to the American Cancer Society will be accepted for our fundraising efforts against cancer. If you have any questions about the event or how to support the Relay through a fundraiser, please call Dana at 712-330-3368. We hope to see you all there! 

Western Christian FFA Chapter is selling hanging baskets again this spring! Sales will begin on May 4 with baskets costing $30/basket. 

- May 4 & 10 from 9-6:00 PM: Please bring your pots to have us plant 

- Drop off any size pots between now and May 10 so we can pot them for you. Pots will be ready to pick up by May 10! 

 
It's Graduation time again: If you are graduating from College, High School, or 8th Grade this year (2023) please let us know who you are. Email or text us  Audrey Runia audlrun@evertek.net  or Michelle Van Heuelven 712-230-1269.  Please bring your picture to church so we can place them on the table.
Free Food Available: The Food Bank of Iowa mobile pantry will be distributing food on Tuesday, May 9  from 4 – 6:00 PM at the Sibley Christian Reformed Church at 115 Maple Dr., Sibley. Please bring your own boxes or bags.  Also, if you are picking up food for another household, you will need a signed note from them including the name, address, and number of people in the household.   

June 7 will be the Sheldon Christian School Society meeting.  It will be at 7:00 PM  in the Sheldon Christian School Cafeteria.  
Sheldon Christian-  K-5 students have been busy working on our musical, "God's Top 10". These incredibly catchy songs, written with fun and insight by Troy & Genie Nilsson, have the unmatched power to burn forever into precious young minds the essential 10 foundational values God has called us to put on our hearts.  Please join us on Tuesday, the 9th of May, at 1:00 PM for a matinee and at 6:30PM for our final performance.  

Sanborn Christian is looking to hire a part-time school secretary / administrative assistant for the 2023-2024 school year.  Please contact  Mr. Anthony Minderhoud (sanchr@sanbornchristian.com or 

712-729-3288) for more details or for an application.

Have you contributed to the Western Christian Spring Drive? We ask that you prayerfully consider this cause. We are seeking to refurbish the south exterior of Western. Information can be found in the Spring Western Witness, the Western Weekly Memo, and our school website www.westernchristianhs.com  If you have any questions, please contact Brad Vis - 605-359-5704 - brad.vis@westernchristianhs.com  

