Sanborn Christian is looking for applicants to fill our janitor / custodian position effective immediately.  This is a part-time position (25-30 hours per week); salaried position.  Please contact Lee Vellema or Mr. Minderhoud (sanchr@sanbornchristian.com or 712-729-3288) for an application and for more detailed information about the position.

Sanborn Christian is looking for applicants for the following positions to be filled for the 2026 - 2027 school year:
      6th Grade Homeroom / Junior High Teacher - full time; salaried position.  Please contact Mr. Minderhoud (sanchr@sanbornchristian.com or 712-729-3288) for an application and for more detailed information about the position.
      Athletic Director - part-time; stipend available.  Please contact Mr. Minderhoud (sanchr@sanbornchristian.com or 712-729-3288) for an application and for more detailed information about the position.
      Bus Drivers:  Sanborn Christian is looking for Bus Drivers to drive daily routes; part-time; paid per trip for 26-27 school year. If you’re interested or desire more information, please contact Cody Stange or Mr. Minderhoud (sanchr@sanbornchristian.com or 712-729-3288) for an application and for more detailed information about the position.

If you are interested in providing a donation to Sanborn Christian's NICSTO program, there is still room and time to donate!  Please contact Jeremy Van Ess or Mr. Minderhoud for more information.  NICSTO details are provided each month in the monthly School Bell and were placed in church mailboxes early in November.  Thank you for considering!
Thrive Faith Formation Tip - Advent is a season of waiting for Jesus. This week bring awareness to moments in your daily life when you are waiting. Instead of pulling out your phone or passing time with another distraction, use that time to connect with God in prayer. For example, if you’re in a doctor’s office waiting room, try praying with your eyes open, talking to God about the people who work there and those who come for care. If you have children, invite them to point out things you can pray for as you are waiting and then pray for them together. Whether you are in the school pick-up line, sitting in traffic, or waiting for vegetables to roast, embrace the opportunity to spend time with God. Brought to you by Thrive: crcna.org/Thrive 
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Serving, Sunday December 7,  2025
Children's Worship: Mary & Joesph Show the Way to Bethlehem- Emily

               Greeters: Kensi
Coffee Servers:   Elmer & Nelva H

         Nursery:Kristi H & Wyatt H
          Offering: GEMS Club International
Sunday, December 7, 2025
9:30 AM      Morning Worship
9:30 AM      Children's Worship

10:45 AM    Congregational meeting for the Budget

10:45 AM    High School Catechism 

10:45 AM    NO Children's Sunday School 

10:45 AM    NO Adult Sunday School 
6:00 PM      Evening Worship 
7:00 PM      Choir Practice for Christmas -Tessa will be leading

 Monday, December 8 , 2025
 Tuesday,December 9, 2025

Wednesday, December 10, 2025
7:00 AM      Men's Breakfast Bible Study 
6:30 PM      Evangelism putting together soup mixes
Thursday, December 11, 2025

Friday, December 12, 2025
Service Advanced Notice  
December 14 -6:00 PM- Christmas Program / Candlelight Service
December 14- 7:00 PM- Choir Practice for Christmas after kids program
December 21- 10:45 AM- Choir Practice for Christmas 
December 21 5:00 PM -Lessons & Carols Service at First CRC, Sheldon
December 25- 9:30 AM- Christmas Day Worship Service

                         Offering: Margaret Travaille Family

                          Nursery: Emily H & Kensi V
Serving, Sunday December 14, 2025
Children's Worship:The Shepherds Show the Way to Bethlehem- Amy

               Greeters: Kaitlyn
Coffee Servers: Brad & Melanie H
          Nursery: Rachel W & Kamryn H
           Offering: General Mission Support
Congregational Announcements
Please talk to Kristi H if you received the wrong black crockpot insert after the GEMS/Cadets Christmas party so we can each get the correct one.  

Lessons and Carols Service 5:00 PM: On the evening of December 21 we will not have our regular evening service here in Ocheyedan. Instead, we will be joining with First CRC of Sheldon for a special Lessons and Carols service, singing familiar Advent and Christmas hymns and hearing the story of the incarnation read from the Gospels. There will be a walk-up choir for the Lessons and Carols service and the song is “Sing We the Song of Emmanuel”. 
Congregational Meeting – The Council calls all professing members age 18 years and older to our annual winter Congregational Meeting to be held on Sunday Morning, December 7, 2025 after the Morning Worship Service. The purpose of this meeting is to vote on the Council proposal to approve the proposed 2026 Church budget.  
The WCHS Christmas Concert is Monday, December 15 at the Western Event Center. The bands and orchestra will begin at 7:00 PM with the vocal portion of the evening beginning at 8:00 PM. Please make plans to join us!  

BINGO Volunteers Needed in December: Friday 12, 19 and 26 at 2:00 PM is BINGO! day for the residents at Osceola Senior Living (Country View Manor) . This month is Ocheyedan's CRC's month to serve, so Osceola Senior Living is looking for two or three volunteers from our congregation to help out on Friday afternoons in December.
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Kids Corner Devotions: Advent at Home: Silent Night - Check out this week’s kids’ devotion, “Advent at Home: Silent Night” at www.kidscorner.net. Do your worries ever feel really loud? You can tell them, “Shhhhhh! Jesus is here,” and remember that He loves you and gives you peace. Explore all the great content at kidscorner.net, including the Kids Corner Christmas Collection of devotions, Bible stories, crafts, and activities.

Groundwork: Preparing for the Light of the World - Jesus Christ is the ultimate light of the world. During Advent, we celebrate his birth and anticipate his second coming. Join Groundwork as we study Isaiah 40:1-5, Matthew 3:1-3, John 1:1-14, and Matthew 25:35-40 to learn what it means to live in the light of Christ with expectation and to explore what it means to prepare our souls for the hope and illumination that Jesus brings. Listen now at GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to Groundwork's weekly emails for future episodes.

Every child deserves to feel the joy of Christmas from the birth of Jesus to finding a gift under the tree on Christmas Day. We are looking for toys, books, games, and hygiene items for kids ages 0 – 18 this Advent Season. Please collect at your local church, or bring to UCC on December 7th, 14th or 19th at the alley parking lot door. Parents and guardians may come on December 20th 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM to pick out a gift for their child with some stocking stuffers, hygiene items and wrapping options. Contact Pastor Maggie for questions and more information. Merry Christmas! 

The Evangelism Committee is asking for the congregation's help with some exciting events that are planned for the community of Ocheyedan!   The first activity involves soup mixes that will be available at the Ocheyedan Food Pantry.  We will put these soup mixes together on Wednesday, December 10, 2025 @ 6:30pm, in the church's fellowship hall.  The second activity is a Community Soup Supper at the Ocheyedan Town Hall on Wednesday, February 25, 2026!  Volunteers are needed to help plan this Soup Supper.  A planning meeting for the Soup Supper will be held in early January.  Please contact members of the Evangelism Committee for answers to your questions or to volunteer your help with these events!  Thank you!  Pastor Lee, Molly, Jim, Laura, Larry, Roberta, Kristi, and Pam 

BARGAIN ALLEY FURNITURE OUTLET: The BAFO is in need of volunteers to collect and deliver furniture and mattresses. You do not need to come to the store, just be available to help in your town as needed. Please call 712-439-6802 or 712-441-1270 if you are interested or have any questions.   

CELEBRATE WESTERN:  Will you prayerfully consider "Celebrating Western" with a year-end gift? Gifts and funds raised will be given to the General Fund for capital improvements. Thank You to those who have already contributed to the mission of WCHS!

The Annual Cookie Walk at the United Methodist Church in Sibley will be held December 13th  from 9:00 AM until Noon or until we run out. Thank you in advance for your support.  

Sheryl Zylstra is making sleeping mats out of plastic bags to be given to missions. She would like any grocery bags or other store bags you would be willing to give her. There is a box in the East Sunday school room or give them to Kathleen. 
Judges 14: “Love: A Savior’s Wedding” 
    I. The Mystery of God’s Will in Samson’s Choice for a Wife.
        a. Samson’s choice for a wife went directly ____________

            the __________ of God.

        b. God was going to ________ Samson’s poor decision for

            the __________ of Israel.

        c. The mystery of God’s will in Samson’s choice for a wife

            _____________ us that God is in ____________.  

   II. The Mystery of God’s Will in Samson’s Fight with the lion.

        a. Samson’s great _________ was ___________ in the

             _______ of the LORD. 

        b. The __________ Spirit that __________ upon Samson, is

            the very same Spirit whom God has promised and

              _____________ to us as well.

        c. In the Spirit, we ___________ a _________________ life. 
    III. The Mystery of God’s Will in Samson’s Riddle to the  

           Philistines. 
        a. Everything in this __________ is set on __________. 

           One _________ move and the whole affair would

             ___________ apart. 

        b. The mystery of the will of God in Samson’s riddle to the

            Philistine __________ to us that this was the

             _____________ God was using to begin to ___________

             Israel. 

        c. Let us rejoice that we will not only be ________ at the 

            great  ____________ feast of the Lamb, but we will be 

            the very ___________ whom Christ saved and loves 

            from all eternity. 
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a. Jesus did not submit himself to this unjust death because the Jewish leaders were ___________, but because the entire ___________ ________ is corrupt. 

a. It is _________ who gives our lives _________.
e
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Thank-you, Ocheyedan Christian Reformed Church, for a gift of $50! Outside my office window is the color green, even this time of year; it's in the form of evergreen bushes.  Evergreens can always grow, even during a Midwest winter. The greens remind me of how our redeeming God knows each person, and by His grace, He has given them the capacity to know Him back, and to grow in Him. In our Gospel outreach to new Americans, we are blessed to know many who identify with religions which do not know God as the Bible teaches. It's fulfilling to work in, and to empower other believers to work in, the harvest fields of Him who "is patient..., not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance" (2 Peter 3:9). Your support makes a big difference in that. --- Fred W., New Roots Ministry, Sioux Falls 
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Hurricane Milton Response - World Renew Disaster Response Services is working with our partners in Florida to coordinate a response to Hurricane Milton. World Renew is already present in Sarasota to assist after hurricanes Debby (Aug) and Helene (Sept). Pray for comfort, recovery, and hope for hurricane survivors in Florida and the southeastern US. Please give generously to World Renew DRS Hurricane Milton response at worldrenew.net/hurricanemilton, call 1-800-552-7972, or mail a check made out to World Renew DRS, with “DRS Hurricane Milton” in the memo line, to: World Renew, 8970 Byron Commerce Dr., SW, Byron Center, Michigan, 49315. [image: image2.emf]Needed Monthly

Ocheyedan CRC annual  $186,023.09  $15,501.92 

Balance

 Budget 2025

January Income 11,150.52  $4,351.40  39,312.44 

February Income 8,335.00  (77,466.40) 34,737.65 

March Income 15,582.76  (61,964.48) 38,601.40 

April Income 14,634.00  (46,462.55) 42,672.30 

May Income

6,010.00 

(30,960.63)

39,163.72 

June Income

16,140.00 

(15,458.71)

45,593.74 

July Income

2,376.00 

43.22 

34,248.87 

August Income

2,481.00 

15,545.14 

30,478.28 

September Income

13,485.97 

31,047.07 

33,496.27 

October Income

8,185.00 

46,548.99 

23,927.53 

November Income

10,090.00 

62,050.92 

21,447.32 

December Income

- 

$77,552.84 

Total Income from envelopes 108,470.25 

budgeted 

Classis Heartland    13,542.75  -  13,542.75 

Denominational Shares Paid -  26,500.00  26,500.00 

Missionary Support Envelopes 4,090.00  2,160.00  6,250.00 

Building Fund Balance 2,950.84 

Benevolent Fund 9,827.49 

2026 Budget Money 10,480.14 

Evangelism Balance 79.85 

Offerings in November

Building Fund 572.00 

Christian Ed  994.00 

ReFrame Media

1,031.00 

Bigelow Asian/American Ministry

381.00 

CD budget 30,889.96 

CD  school 83,089.97 
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