Sanborn Christian is looking for applicants to fill our janitor / custodian position effective immediately.  This is a part-time position (25-30 hours per week); salaried position.  Please contact Lee Vellema or Mr. Minderhoud (sanchr@sanbornchristian.com or 712-729-3288) for an application and for more detailed information about the position.

Sanborn Christian is looking for applicants for the following positions to be filled for the 2026 - 2027 school year:
      6th Grade Homeroom / Junior High Teacher - full time; salaried position.  Please contact Mr. Minderhoud (sanchr@sanbornchristian.com or 712-729-3288) for an application and for more detailed information about the position.
      Athletic Director - part-time; stipend available.  Please contact Mr. Minderhoud (sanchr@sanbornchristian.com or 712-729-3288) for an application and for more detailed information about the position.
      Bus Drivers:  Sanborn Christian is looking for Bus Drivers to drive daily routes; part-time; paid per trip for 26-27 school year. If you’re interested or desire more information, please contact Cody Stange or Mr. Minderhoud (sanchr@sanbornchristian.com or 712-729-3288) for an application and for more detailed information about the position.

If you are interested in providing a donation to Sanborn Christian's NICSTO program, there is still room and time to donate!  Please contact Jeremy Van Ess or Mr. Minderhoud for more information.  NICSTO details are provided each month in the monthly School Bell and were placed in church mailboxes early in November.  Thank you for considering!
Groundwork: Out of Darkness and into the Light - Turning on a light changes everything. What changes can we anticipate when Jesus brings his light to our world? Join Groundwork as we study Isaiah 2:2-5, John 8:12-19, and John 12:44-50 to discover the significant effects we can expect the presence of the Light of the World to bring in our lives and our world. Listen now at GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to Groundwork's weekly emails for future episodes.

BINGO Volunteers Needed in December: Friday 19 and 26 at 2:00 PM is BINGO! day for the residents at Osceola Senior Living (Country View Manor) . This month is Ocheyedan's CRC's month to serve, so Osceola Senior Living is looking for two or three volunteers from our congregation to help out on Friday afternoons in December.
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Serving, Sunday December 14,  2025
Children's Worship: The Shepherds Show the Way to Bethlehem- Amy

               Greeters: Kaitlyn
Coffee Servers: Brad & Melanie H  

         Nursery: Rachel W & Kamryn H
          Offering: General Mission Support
Sunday, December 14, 2025
9:30 AM      Morning Worship
9:30 AM      Children's Worship

10:45 AM    High School Catechism 

10:45 AM    NO Children's Sunday School  
6:00 PM      Evening Worship -Christmas Program / Candlelight Service
7:00 PM      Choir Practice for Christmas after the program

 Monday, December 15 , 2025
 Tuesday,December 16, 2025

Wednesday, December 17, 2025
7:00 AM      Men's Breakfast Bible Study 
Thursday, December 18, 2025

Friday, December 19, 2025
Service Advanced Notice  
December 21- 10:45 AM- Choir Practice for Christmas 
December 21 5:00 PM -Lessons & Carols Service at First CRC, Sheldon
December 25- 9:30 AM- Christmas Day Worship Service

                         Offering: Margaret Travaille Family

                          Nursery: Emily H & Kensi V
Serving, Sunday December 21, 2025
Children's Worship: The Magi Show the Way to Bethlehem & Meeting    

                                                                             the Christ Child- Emily 

               Greeters: Daniel
Coffee Servers: Mike & Natalie M

          Nursery: Amy R & Hadlee H
           Offering: VBS -Vacation Bible School
Congregational Announcements
The council and building committee have been looking into flooring for the parsonage basement. We have decided to put down a cement coating that will withstand water and stains at a cost of $ 8500. If you have any questions or would like to contribute please contact any member of the council or building committee. 

Thank You everyone for your prayers, cards and memorials in memory of Willis. It was greatly appreciated. Grace Ahlers, 

Bryan & Kim Ahlers Family.

Please talk to Kristi H if you received the wrong black crockpot insert after the GEMS/Cadets Christmas party so we can each get the correct one.  

Sheldon Christian School - Preschool-8th grade, Christmas Program “Signs of Christmas” will be held on Tuesday, December 16th  at 6:30 PM at the Living Water Church in Sheldon. 

Lessons and Carols Service 5:00 PM: On the evening of December 21 we will not have our regular evening service here in Ocheyedan. Instead, we will be joining with First CRC of Sheldon for a special Lessons and Carols service, singing familiar Advent and Christmas hymns and hearing the story of the incarnation read from the Gospels. There will be a walk-up choir for the Lessons and Carols service and the song is “Sing We the Song of Emmanuel”. 
The WCHS Christmas Concert is Monday, December 15th  at the Western Event Center. The bands and orchestra will begin at 7:00 PM with the vocal portion of the evening beginning at 8:00 PM. Please make plans to join us!  

CELEBRATE WESTERN:  Will you prayerfully consider "Celebrating Western" with a year-end gift? Gifts and funds raised will be given to the General Fund for capital improvements. Thank You to those who have already contributed to the mission of WCHS!

Free Food Available- The Food Bank of Iowa mobile pantry will be distributing food on Thursday, December 18, from 4:00 – 6:00 PM at the Sibley Christian Reformed Church at 115 Maple Dr., Sibley. Please bring your own boxes or bags. Also, if you are picking up food for another household, you will need a signed note from them including the name, address, and number of people in the household. 

Every child deserves to feel the joy of Christmas from the birth of Jesus to finding a gift under the tree on Christmas Day. We are looking for toys, books, games, and hygiene items for kids ages 0 – 18 this Advent Season. Please collect at your local church, or bring to UCC on December 7th, 14th or 19th at the alley parking lot door. Parents and guardians may come on December 20th 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM to pick out a gift for their child with some stocking stuffers, hygiene items and wrapping options. Contact Pastor Maggie for questions and more information. Merry Christmas! 

The Evangelism Committee is asking for the congregation's help with some exciting events that are planned for the community of Ocheyedan!   The first activity involves soup mixes that will be available at the Ocheyedan Food Pantry.  We will put these soup mixes together on Wednesday, December 10, 2025 @ 6:30pm, in the church's fellowship hall.  The second activity is a Community Soup Supper at the Ocheyedan Town Hall on Wednesday, February 25, 2026!  Volunteers are needed to help plan this Soup Supper.  A planning meeting for the Soup Supper will be held in early January.  Please contact members of the Evangelism Committee for answers to your questions or to volunteer your help with these events!  Thank you!  Pastor Lee, Molly, Jim, Laura, Larry, Roberta, Kristi, and Pam 

Kids Corner Devotions: Advent at Home: Joy to the World - Check out this week’s kids’ devotion, “Advent at Home: Joy to the World” at www.kidscorner.net. This week of Advent is all about joy! Maybe light the hope, peace, and joy candles with your family, sing a favorite Christmas song, like Joy to the World, and remember that Jesus is the best reason to celebrate. Explore all the great content at kidscorner.net, including the Kids Corner Christmas Collection of devotions, Bible stories, crafts, and activities.
Judges 15 “Peace: A Savior’s Salvation”
I .Introduction
        a. Sin ___________ us to the reality of our need for salvation.

    II. God __________ Samson’s marriage to _____________

          war with the Philistines.
        a. Samson’s marriage gives a _________________ into how

           dysfunctional living under the rule of the Philistines was for

            God’s people. 

        b. With the 300 foxes, Samson _________ the very agricultural

              _________ of the Philistines.  

        c. The people of God, under Philistine ________, had truly lost

             their _____________. 

    III. God uses Samson’s war to ________ Israel who truly

            ____________ over them. 
        a. Israel had become so _________ to the Philistines ruling over

            them, that they __________ to see the ______________ they 

            were living in. 

        b. God used Samson to make war on the Philistines, in order to 

             bring __________ and to __________ his people.  

    IV. God uses Samson’s __________ to reveal to Israel who

           _________ their strength and gives them life.   
        a. Samson, as mighty of a man that he was, was also a man

            under ________, and being under sin, he was

              _____________ at peace with God.  

        b. Jesus’ cry for thirst ___________ the Messiah’s calling to

             _________ and die as an atonement for the _________ of

            God’s people. 

        c. Jesus _________ to us the gift of the Holy Spirit, who

             _________ all the benefits of Jesus’ sacrifice to us, so that

             we can truly live and know peace. 
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a. Jesus did not submit himself to this unjust death because the Jewish leaders were ___________, but because the entire ___________ ________ is corrupt. 

a. It is _________ who gives our lives _________.
e

G
Thank-you, Ocheyedan Christian Reformed Church, for a gift of $50! Outside my office window is the color green, even this time of year; it's in the form of evergreen bushes.  Evergreens can always grow, even during a Midwest winter. The greens remind me of how our redeeming God knows each person, and by His grace, He has given them the capacity to know Him back, and to grow in Him. In our Gospel outreach to new Americans, we are blessed to know many who identify with religions which do not know God as the Bible teaches. It's fulfilling to work in, and to empower other believers to work in, the harvest fields of Him who "is patient..., not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance" (2 Peter 3:9). Your support makes a big difference in that. --- Fred W., New Roots Ministry, Sioux Falls 
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Hurricane Milton Response - World Renew Disaster Response Services is working with our partners in Florida to coordinate a response to Hurricane Milton. World Renew is already present in Sarasota to assist after hurricanes Debby (Aug) and Helene (Sept). Pray for comfort, recovery, and hope for hurricane survivors in Florida and the southeastern US. Please give generously to World Renew DRS Hurricane Milton response at worldrenew.net/hurricanemilton, call 1-800-552-7972, or mail a check made out to World Renew DRS, with “DRS Hurricane Milton” in the memo line, to: World Renew, 8970 Byron Commerce Dr., SW, Byron Center, Michigan, 49315. [image: image1.png]



