Kids Corner: Advent Week 3: The Baby - Check out this week’s kids’ devotion at www.kidscorner.net. In Luke 2:11-14, the long-awaited Messiah has come. The prophecy from the prophet Isaiah has happened. On that blessed night, the hope God promised so many years ago was born into the world. He came as a baby - not just any baby - he was the Son of God. Check out all the great content at kidscorner.net, like the Bible Story Podcast The Journey of the Wise Men.

Groundwork: Jesus: Our Everlasting Father - Isaiah continued to reveal the nature of the Messiah when he called him the “Everlasting Father.” Join our Groundwork conversation as we study Isaiah 9:6, Isaiah 63:15-16, John 14:6-14, 1 John 1:1-4, and 1 John 3:1-3 to better understand how this revolutionary title reveals the nature of Jesus and discover the comfort and belonging offered to us in Jesus, our Everlasting Father. Listen now at GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to Groundwork's weekly emails for future episodes.

The Gift of Christmas - Next week, we celebrate the gift of Jesus, who left his heavenly home to offer us the hope of eternal life with him. Your gift for World Renew this season gives hope to people who live with poverty, disaster, and injustice worldwide. Put families in need on your Christmas list this year by giving generously in the World Renew offering. Traveling over the holidays? You can give at worldrenew.net/gifts or call 800-552-7972. 

Year-End Giving Reminder - Many of you will be giving a special year end gift to your church or favorite charity. If you plan to give from your IRA, remember those gifts need to be received and deposited by December 31 to count for 2024 taxes. Plan your giving ahead. To learn more about giving from your IRA or other ways to give to the CRC, please visit crcna.org/heritagefund 
Dear Friends,  As we celebrate the gift of Jesus this Christmas, I want to express my heartfelt thanks for all the ways you have supported ReFrame Ministries this year. Whether through ministry shares, special offerings, personal gifts, or your faithful prayers, your generosity has made a difference.    I’ve been especially blessed by our conversations and the privilege of being trusted with your stories and prayer requests. We are so grateful to partner with you in sharing Christ’s love. May this Christmas season fill your church and community with an abundance of His joy, peace, and hope.  Blessings, Jessica Fox,  Church Relations Manager, (616) 224-0807,   https://reframeministries.org/
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Serving, Sunday, December 15, 2024
 Children's Worship:The Shepherds Show the Way to Bethlehem - Amy

                Greeters:  Rhonda, Daniel
       Coffee Servers:  Mike & Natalie M
                Nursery: Cindy H & Elia  
                 Offering: General Mission Support 
Sunday,  December 15, 2024
9:30 AM    Morning Worship
10:45 AM  Sunday School Christmas program practice

10:45 AM   NO Adult Sunday School until January 2025
6:00 PM     Evening Worship - Sunday School Christmas program 
7:00 PM     CHOIR practice 
Monday, December 16, 2024
 Tuesday, December 17, 2024
  Wednesday, December 18, 2024
7:00 AM    Men's Breakfast Bible Study 

6- 8:00 PM  The Gathering - the greatest Christmas gift - Jesus!
  Thursday, December 19, 2024

Friday, December 20, 2024
Service Advanced Notice
December 22- 6:00 PM- Youth Candlelight Service

December 25- 9:30 AM- Christmas Day Service
                                         Offering: Vacation Bible School
                                         Nursery: Emily H & Daniel R
December 30- 7:30 PM- Elders 

January 6- 6:30 PM- Deacons 

January 6- 7:30 PM -Council meets

January 15- GEMS/Cadets meet-  Food- Rachel, Audrey

January 23- Red Cross Blood Drive

Serving, Sunday, December 22, 2024
 Children's Worship: The Magi Show the Way to Bethlehem &

                                                                 Meeting the Christ Child- Emily

                 Greeters: Tammy, Mia
         Coffee Servers: Curtis & Melissa V
                  Nursery: Audrey R & Wyatt H 
                   Offering: World Renew

Congregational Announcements
The Western Christian High School Christmas Concert is tomorrow evening (Monday, December 16) at the B.J. Haan Auditorium in Sioux Center. This begins at 7:00 PM. The concert will also be live streamed on Youtube.  

Ladies! Wednesday, December 18, from 6- 8:00 PM, is the time and date for The Gathering. You will not want to miss this special time when we celebrate the greatest Christmas gift - Jesus! Please add your name to the sign-up sheet if you want to attend this wonderful event!  
Will you prayerfully consider Celebrating Western with a Thanksgiving or year-end gift? Information has been recently mailed, placed in church mailboxes, and is also available on our website:  www.westernchristianhs.com. Funds raised will support the General Fund and be allocated for capital improvements. You can contribute to Western through various means, including checks, gifts of grain, stocks or bonds, or the minimum distribution from your IRA. Thank you to everyone who has already given! Together, we are partnering to train the next generation to build His Kingdom!
Sanborn Christian is looking for Bus Drivers for the future. If you’re interested, contact Cody Stange or any other school board member. 
Free Food Available- The Food Bank of Iowa mobile pantry will be distributing food on Thursday, December 19, from 4:00- 6:00 PM at the Sibley Christian Reformed Church at 115 Maple Dr., Sibley. Please bring your own boxes or bags. Also, if you are picking up food for another household, you will need a signed note from them including the name, address, and number of people in the household.
Sheldon Christian School's Christmas Program will be Tuesday, December 17 at 6:30 PM at the Living Water Church in Sheldon. Celebrate the Birth of Jesus with us! You're warmly invited to join our Preschool-8th grade students ad we celebrate the birth of Jesus. This special concert, titled 'Going Back to the Manger' invites us to reflect on the true value of god's gift and the reason we rejoice in h\His birth. The evening will feature performances from our Preschoolers, Kindergarten-5th Grade students, 6th-8th Grade Band, and 6th-8th Grade choir. Come and share in the this meaningful celebration of the greatest gift ever given. We would be blessed to have you celebrate with us! www.youtube.com/@livingwatersheldoniowa4319   

Church Directory Pages;  In the back of church is a table with the church directory pages on it. If you could look at your page and write on it and say if all the information on your page is correct or if something needs to be changed that would be very helpful for me. If you would like to have a new picture I would be willing to take one for you in church.
Thanks 
ATTENTION JOB OPENING: If anybody would like to clean the sidewalks off this winter, we have an opening and it would be a paid position. If anybody in church would like to do this please talk or call Mike Bosma at 712-330-1136.
Hurricane Milton Response - World Renew Disaster Response Services is working with our partners in Florida to coordinate a response to Hurricane Milton. World Renew is already present in Sarasota to assist after hurricanes Debby (Aug) and Helene (Sept). Pray for comfort, recovery, and hope for hurricane survivors in Florida and the southeastern US. Please give generously to World Renew DRS Hurricane Milton response at worldrenew.net/hurricanemilton, call 1-800-552-7972, or mail a check made out to World Renew DRS, with “DRS Hurricane Milton” in the memo line, to: World Renew, 8970 Byron Commerce Dr., SW, Byron Center, Michigan, 49315. [image: image1.png]



