The Church Defined Conference: What is the church? Rediscover its marks, mission, and order as Christ intended it. Join us for biblical teaching and fellowship at our 2026 conference on Saturday, October 24, 2026, at Hillcrest CRC in Hudsonville, MI, featuring Dr. R. Scott Clark (Westminster Seminary California), professor of church history and historical theology, author, and host of The Heidelblog, along with Rev. Stephen Terpstra, an ordained CRC pastor, church polity instructor, and accomplished organist. For more information and to register, go to https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-church-defined-the-beauty-of-reformed-ecclessiology-tickets-1987020277138. We hope to see you there!
GEMS Regional Gathering - Upper Midwest - GEMS leaders from Iowa, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, and surrounding areas are invited to join us this fall for a GEMS Regional Gathering. Choose the location that works best for you: Hull, IA (Wednesday, September 2, 5:30–8:30 PM) or Renville, MN (Wednesday, September 2, 6:00–8:30 p.m.) Connect with fellow leaders, discover fresh ministry ideas, receive guidance on new GEMS resources, and be encouraged in your work with girls. Whether you're a longtime counselor, a new volunteer, or interested in starting a ministry for girls at your church, you'll leave refreshed and equipped to help girls discover who they are in Christ. Learn more and register at gemsgc.org/register 
Youth Groups: The Annual 2026-2027 School Year Kick Off With 

Minnikota Youth at Thunder Road is scheduled for Friday August 28-Saturday August 29 from 11:00 PM-4:00 AM. 

11:00 PM-11:30 PM Check In,   11:30 PM-1:30 AM Outdoor Fun
1:30-2:00 Devos, Pizza, & Pop,   2:00-4:00 Indoor Fun
If we have over 85 people attend the cost is $38/person. If we have less than 85 the cost is $40/person. RSVP (before August 21st) by texting Lee at 712-470-4244...include your name, church, and number attending.

Hope To See You There!

www.ocheyedancrc.org  CHURCH CALENDAR
Serving, Sunday, August 23, 2026
Coffee Servers: Ken & Rhonda W
         Nursery: Emily H & Evan R
          Offering: Evangelism Committee- Spencer Fair Booth
Sunday, August 23, 2026
9:30 AM    Morning Worship
6:00 PM    Evening Worship Back To School service at First CRC

                                                                                                     Sheldon
Monday, August 24, 2026
 Tuesday, August 25, 2026

Wednesday, August 26, 2026
7:00 AM    Men's Breakfast 

6:30 PM    Book Club 

6:30 PM    GEMS Leaders meet in the church Library  
Thursday, August 27, 2026

Friday, August 28, 2026
Service Advanced Notice                                                                                      
August 31- 7:30 PM- Elders meet – devotions -Corwin R 
September 4- 2:00 PM- BINGO- Osceola Senior Living
September 6- 10:45 AM -Sunday School begins
September 8- 6:60 PM- Deacons meet
September 8- 7:30 PM- Council meets-   devotions/Lunch - Darwin B
September 11- 2:00 PM- BINGO- Osceola Senior Living
September 16- 8:30 AM Classis Heartland- Immanuel CRC-Sheldon 
September 18- 2:00 PM- BINGO- Osceola Senior Living
September 23- Noon- 6:00 PM- Red Cross Blood Drive
September 25- 2:00 PM- BINGO- Osceola Senior Living
September 28- 7:30 PM- Elders meet-  devotions-  Mike B
Serving, Sunday, August 30, 2026
Coffee Servers: Elmer & Nelva H

          Nursery: Kristi H & Annika H
           Offering: East/ West Ministries (DeLange)
Congregational Announcements
ATTENTION: Bulletin Secretary email-  I have a new email address. It is audrunia74@yahoo.com . My old one will still work until September 15th.
ATTENTION: TONIGHT- Sunday, August 23 at 6:00 PM our Evening Worship will be held in First CRC, Sheldon. Pastor Lee will be leading the Back To School service.
Free Food Available- The Food Bank of Iowa mobile pantry will be distributing food on Thursday, August 27, from 4 - 6 p.m. at the Sibley Christian Reformed Church at 115 Maple Dr., Sibley. Please bring your own boxes or bags. Also, if you are picking up food for another household, you will need a signed note from them including the name, address, and number of people in the household. 
Ocheyedan  GEMS Leaders we will be meeting in the church library on Wednesday, August 26 at 6:30 PM to plan the new year. We are in need of some new GEMS leaders. If you would be willing or interested in helping us, please talk to Laura VM.

We are looking for volunteers to prepare PowerPoint or Google Slides documents for our Worship Services. Students, we also have a great opportunity for you to advance the slides during worship services. If you are interested please contact Pastor Lee.  
It’s time again to sign up for the 2026 Clay County Fair Booth. Volunteers are needed September 12, 14, 16, 18 and 20 sign-up sheets are located in the back of church. Please sign up by September 6 a free gate ticket is given to each volunteer. Also help is needed Thursday, September 10 at 5:30 PM to load trailer at The Christian school and church in Ocheyedan and volunteers are needed  Friday, September 11 at 4:30 PM at the Clay County Fair grounds to unload trailer and set up booth please call or contact Larry Post (507-399-1109)or PamSlagter (712-461-2181) if you are able to help with loading trailer in Ocheyedan or unloading at the fairgrounds thank you for your consideration the Evangelism Committee. 

Osceola Regional Health Center is having a No Tag Sale Saturday August 29th from 9:00 AM to 1:30 PM at Central Park, Sibley. "Name your price" many items available for sale. Lunch will be served with a Free-will Donation Menu: Hot dogs, brats, chips, snacks and drink
Serve with Helping Hand Pregnancy Center. Join us in living out Galatians 6:2 — “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” We are looking for volunteers to support school outreach, assist with marketing/social media/events, and help organize our baby boutique.   If God is prompting you to serve, please reach out, your time can bless a family in need.  Please call 507-372-2111 or email Emily at HHPC.ED@gmail.com for more information.  We can make what works for you, work for us.  Thank you for your kindness and support.   God Bless.

The Bible League is hosting its Fall Conference“Hope and Forgiveness in the Midst of Evil”on September 14 and 15 at Bethel Christian Reformed Church in Sioux Center (341 S. Mai Avenue). It’s  two days of encouragement, teaching, and connection for anyone who wants to grow deeper in Scripture and support The Bible ministry around the world. Registration is open now and closes September 6.
Schedule & Costs:  September 14- Registration fee: $25 -Dinner: door opens at 5:30 PM, dinner begins at 6:00 PM. 

September 15- Conference (with lunch):$40, Conference (without meal):$30 

Kids Corner Devotions: A New School Year: What Can I Offer? - Check out this week’s kids’ devotion, “A New School Year: What Can I Offer?” at www.kidscorner.net. Choose the best ways this school year to show love to God. Maybe it’s by helping a classmate, working hard in school, or being kind when it’s not easy. Maybe it’s all of these and more! Check out the new Kids Corner Devotions app at https://kidscorner.net/app
Groundwork: Jesus is the High Priest Who Meets Our Needs - Do you ever feel alone, like no one can understand what you’re going through? Join Groundwork as we study Hebrews 4:14-7:28 to learn about the high priest Melchizedek. Together, we’ll see how the author of Hebrews draws a connection between Melchizedek and Jesus to help us better understand the extent to which Jesus truly understands, cares for, and meets our needs. Listen now at GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to Groundwork's weekly emails for future episodes.

PRAYER, PRAISE & PETITIONS
    Keep the Collage, High School and Grade School Teachers and  students in your prayers as they start another new school year(2026/27).   

Keep our assisted living, nursing home, rehab residents, and shut-ins, Margaret, Viola, Pete, Barb, Bernie and Elsie, and Sheryl in your 

prayers.

 Keep God’s missionaries in your prayers, that they will see the fruit upon their labors.

Anniversary's for August- 3- Rick & Michelle , 5-Treven & Tessa
Birthday's for August- 12-Melaine H, 14-Esme, 20-Cora, 22-Brad H, 
                                        28-Harold D and Sammy W
From Wandering to Rest: 

Joshua 23  “Prone to Wander”
    I. Remember God’s _______________.
        a. ____________________ had the potential of causing Israel

            to  ____________ the LORD. 

        b. There was no __________ for Israel not to _________ the

            next generation about God’s _________________. 

        c. Only in remembering God’s Work can we _____________

            the temptation to be complacent.

II. Remember God’s ____________.
        a. The _____________ is the foundation for the

             _______________.  

        b. In the Christian life there will be seasons where we are

             __________ in our obedience to God’s Law, and seasons

            where we are _____________ in our obedience.

        c. It is what God has _________ for his people that is the

            ____________ for the obedience he expects from his

            people. 

    III. Remember God’s __________________.
        a. These covenant warnings _________ the __________ of 

            a faithful   __________.

        b. Sometimes we need to be ____________ a little

             ______________. 

        c. Even God's fatherly _____________ is ultimately for our

            __________ in Christ.

A

Did you know that when you participate in the Baby Bottle Campaign for Cherish

House, you’re helping relieve financial and emotional pressures for pregnant women

and parenting mothers of young children? Your gifts make it possible for the home to

meet their needs, provide loving support, and offer them hope. If you didn’t get your

bottle, you can still participate! Just pick one up today and fill it with coins, cash, or

check between now and when we collect the bottles on Sunday, June 21.
Ocheyedan CRC annual $194,654.00 $16,221.17 Balance

Budget 2025

January Income 13,177.86$ $3,043.31 50,416.25$

February Income $19,264.48

March Income $35,485.65

April Income $51,706.82

May Income $67,927.99

June Income $84,149.16

July Income $100,370.33

August Income $116,591.50

September Income $132,812.67

October Income $149,033.84

November Income $165,255.01

December Income -$ $181,476.18

Total Income from envelopes 13,177.86$ budgeted

Classis Heartland 12,862.00$ 12,862.00$

Denominational Shares Paid 26,500.00$ 26,500.00$

Missionary Support Envelopes 100.00$ 6,150.00$ 6,250.00$

Building Fund Balance (1,452.77)$

Benevolent Fund 10,148.73$

2027 Budget Money -$

Evangelism Balance 79.85$

Offerings in January

F Street auto repair fund 632.00$

Wycliffe (Runia's) 591.00$

Sheldon Christian School 651.25$

cd school 83,089.97$

Needed Monthly

Unfading Truth: Do you desire to read the Bible but find it a struggle to understand? Well, Unfading Truth is here to help. This year our plan is to read through the whole Bible but at a pace people can absorb. This means that we won't be reading every single verse or chapter of the Bible, but by the end of the year, you will have a solid understanding of what the entire Bible says. To find out more sign up at: https://www.unfadingtruth.com/. Let's read the Bible together! 

r
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W

W

a. Jesus did not submit himself to this unjust death because the Jewish leaders were ___________, but because the entire ___________ ________ is corrupt. 

a. It is _________ who gives our lives _________.
e

G
Thank-you, Ocheyedan Christian Reformed Church, for a gift of $50! Outside my office window is the color green, even this time of year; it's in the form of evergreen bushes.  Evergreens can always grow, even during a Midwest winter. The greens remind me of how our redeeming God knows each person, and by His grace, He has given them the capacity to know Him back, and to grow in Him. In our Gospel outreach to new Americans, we are blessed to know many who identify with religions which do not know God as the Bible teaches. It's fulfilling to work in, and to empower other believers to work in, the harvest fields of Him who "is patient..., not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance" (2 Peter 3:9). Your support makes a big difference in that. --- Fred W., New Roots Ministry, Sioux Falls 
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Hurricane Milton Response - World Renew Disaster Response Services is working with our partners in Florida to coordinate a response to Hurricane Milton. World Renew is already present in Sarasota to assist after hurricanes Debby (Aug) and Helene (Sept). Pray for comfort, recovery, and hope for hurricane survivors in Florida and the southeastern US. Please give generously to World Renew DRS Hurricane Milton response at worldrenew.net/hurricanemilton, call 1-800-552-7972, or mail a check made out to World Renew DRS, with “DRS Hurricane Milton” in the memo line, to: World Renew, 8970 Byron Commerce Dr., SW, Byron Center, Michigan, 49315. [image: image1.png]



